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Independent Auditors’ Report

To the shareholders of Comba Telecom Systems Holdings 

Limited

(Incorporated in the Cayman Islands with limited liability)

We have audited the financial statements of Comba Telecom 

Systems Holdings Limited set out on pages 41 to 105, which 

comprise the consolidated and company balance sheets as at 31 

December 2008, and the consolidated income statement, the 

consolidated statement of changes in equity and the consolidated 

cash fl ow statement for the year then ended, and a summary of 

signifi cant accounting policies and other explanatory notes.

DIRECTORS’ RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The directors of the Company are responsible for the preparation 

and the true and fair presentation of these fi nancial statements 

in accordance with Hong Kong Financial Reporting Standards 

issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Certifi ed Public Accountants 

and the disclosure requirements of the Hong Kong Companies 

Ordinance. This responsibility includes designing, implementing 

and maintaining internal control relevant to the preparation and the 

true and fair presentation of fi nancial statements that are free from 

material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting and 

applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting 

estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.

AUDITORS’ RESPONSIBILITY
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 

statements based on our audit. Our report is made solely to you, as 

a body, and for no other purpose. We do not assume responsibility 

towards or accept liability to any other person for the contents of 

this report.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Hong Kong Standards 

on Auditing issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Certifi ed Public 

Accountants. Those standards require that we comply with ethical 

requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 

assurance as to whether the financial statements are free from 

material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence 

about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. 

The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgement, 

including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of 

the fi nancial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making 

those risk assessments, the auditors consider internal control 

relevant to the entity’s preparation and true and fair presentation 

of the fi nancial statements in order to design audit procedures that 

are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 

expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal 

control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 

accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 

estimates made by the directors, as well as evaluating the overall 

presentation of the fi nancial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is suffi cient 

and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

�  18th Floor �  �Ä�Q�6� � � ª �+
 � �Ô
 Two International Finance Centre  �e � � � j (852) 2946 9888
 8 Finance Street, Central  
Â	F� j (852) 2868 4432
 Hong Kong
 Phone: (852) 2846 9888
 Fax: (852) 2868 4432
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OPINION
In our opinion, the fi nancial statements give a true and fair view 

of the state of affairs of the Company and of the Group as at 31 

December 2008 and of the Group’s profi t and cash fl ows for the 

year then ended in accordance with Hong Kong Financial Reporting 

Standards and have been properly prepared in accordance with the 

disclosure requirements of the Hong Kong Companies Ordinance.

Ernst & Young

Certifi ed Public Accountants

18th Floor, Two International Finance Centre

8 Finance Street, Central

Hong Kong

27 March 2009
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Consolidated Income Statement
Year ended 31 December 2008

2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

REVENUE 5 2,525,895 1,768,418

Cost of sales (1,579,861) (1,087,161)

Gross profi t 946,034 681,257

Other income and gains 5 19,083 23,766

Research and development costs (132,253) (91,087)

Selling and distribution costs (185,811) (134,953)

Administrative expenses (370,112) (271,712)

Other expenses (3,554) (1,534)

Finance costs 7 (13,405) (7,973)

PROFIT BEFORE TAX 6 259,982 197,764

Tax 9 (27,493) (7,193)

PROFIT FOR THE YEAR 232,489 190,571

Attributable to:

 Equity holders of the parent 227,512 191,619

 Minority interests 4,977 (1,048)

232,489 190,571

DIVIDEND 11

Proposed fi nal 59,315 51,233

EARNINGS PER SHARE ATTRIBUTABLE 

  TO ORDINARY EQUITY HOLDERS OF 

THE PARENT (HK cents)

12

Basic 26.68 22.56

Diluted 26.59 22.34
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Consolidated Balance Sheet
31 December 2008

2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Property, plant and equipment 13 344,805 293,700

Prepaid land lease payments 14 14,376 13,853

Goodwill 15 29,187 30,110

Deferred tax assets 16 100,001 68,997

Intangible assets 17 7,999 7,124

Restricted bank deposits 23 1,090 1,616

Total non-current assets 497,458 415,400

CURRENT ASSETS

Inventories 19 1,052,458 754,766

Trade receivables 20 1,272,861 1,099,643

Notes receivable 21 35,467 29,385

Prepayments, deposits and other receivables 22 121,819 81,402

Restricted bank deposits 23 4,168 4,250

Cash and cash equivalents 23 468,166 374,496

Total current assets 2,954,939 2,343,942

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Trade and bills payables 24 922,708 548,469

Other payables and accruals 25 400,871 341,696

Interest-bearing bank borrowings 26 47,494 88,794

Tax payable 53,803 28,606

Provisions for product warranties 27 28,531 40,066

Total current liabilities 1,453,407 1,047,631

NET CURRENT ASSETS 1,501,532 1,296,311

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,998,990 1,711,711

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Interest-bearing bank borrowings 26 3,750 —

Deferred tax liabilities 16 6,233 6,761

Total non-current liabilities 9,983 6,761

Net assets 1,989,007 1,704,950
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2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

Net assets 1,989,007 1,704,950

EQUITY

Equity attributable to equity holders of the parent

Issued capital 28 84,735 85,389

Reserves 30(a) 1,830,489 1,561,634

Proposed fi nal dividend 11 59,315 51,233

1,974,539 1,698,256

Minority interests 14,468 6,694

Total equity 1,989,007 1,704,950

Fok Tung Ling Tong Chak Wai, Wilson

Director Director
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Consolidated Statement of 
Changes in Equity
Year ended 31 December 2008

Attributable to equity holders of the parent

Issued 

capital

Share 

premium 

account

Share 

option 

reserve

Capital 

reserve

Asset 

revaluation 

reserve

Statutory 

reserve

Exchange 

fl uctuation 

reserve

Retained 

profi ts

Proposed 

fi nal 

dividend Total

Minority 

interests

Total 

equity

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

At 1 January 2007 84,041 340,570 46,962 46,510 22,652 71,322 78,578 670,664 37,818 1,399,117 7,742 1,406,859

Arising on revaluation of land and buildings 13 — — — — 14,910 — — — — 14,910 — 14,910

Exchange realignment — — — — — — 95,836 — — 95,836 — 95,836

Total income and expense 

 recognised directly in equity — — — — 14,910 — 95,836 — — 110,746 — 110,746

Profi t for the year — — — — — — — 191,619 — 191,619 (1,048) 190,571

Total income and expense for the year — — — — 14,910 — 95,836 191,619 — 302,365 (1,048) 301,317

Final 2006 dividend declared — — — — — — — — (38,261) (38,261) — (38,261)

Issue of shares 28 1,348 36,938 (7,437) — — — — — — 30,849 — 30,849

Equity-settled share option expenses 29 — — 10,947 — — — — — — 10,947 — 10,947

Adjustment arising from 

 lapse of share options — — (1,245) — — — — 1,245 — — — —

Deferred tax liabilities on 

 change in property value 16 — — — — (6,761) — — — — (6,761) — (6,761)

Under provision of fi nal 2006 dividend — — — — — — — (443) 443 — — —

Proposed fi nal 2007 dividend 11 — — — — — — — (51,233) 51,233 — — —

Appropriations of statutory reserve — — — — — 615 — (615) — — — —

At 31 December 2007 85,389 377,508* 49,227* 46,510* 30,801* 71,937* 174,414* 811,237* 51,233 1,698,256 6,694 1,704,950
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Attributable to equity holders of the parent

Issued 

capital

Share 

premium 

account

Share 

option 

reserve

Capital 

reserve

Asset 

revaluation

reserve

Statutory 

reserve

Exchange 

fl uctuation 

reserve

Retained 

profi ts

Proposed 

fi nal 

dividend Total

Minority 

interests

Total 

equity

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

At 1 January 2008 85,389 377,508 49,227 46,510 30,801 71,937 174,414 811,237 51,233 1,698,256 6,694 1,704,950

Arising on revaluation of land and buildings 13 — — — — (2,030) — — — — (2,030) — (2,030)

Exchange realignment — — — — — — 98,206 — — 98,206 890 99,096

Total income and expense 

 recognised directly in equity — — — — (2,030) — 98,206 — — 96,176 890 97,066

Profi t for the year — — — — — — — 227,512 — 227,512 4,977 232,489

Total income and expense for the year — — — — (2,030) — 98,206 227,512 — 323,688 5,867 329,555

Final 2007 dividend declared — — — — — — — — (51,233) (51,233) — (51,233)

Issue of shares 28 148 4,069 (888) — — — — — — 3,329 — 3,329

Repurchase of shares 28 (802) (7,431) — 762 — — — (802) — (8,273) — (8,273)

Equity-settled share option expenses 29 — — 10,807 — — — — — — 10,807 — 10,807

Adjustment arising from lapse of 

 share options — — (621) — — — — 621 — — — —

Share options cancelled at expiry date — — (7,495) — — — — 7,495 — — — —

Deferred tax liabilities on change 

 in property value 16 — — — — 913 — — — — 913 — 913

Proposed fi nal 2008 dividend 11 — — — — — — — (59,315) 59,315 — — —

Appropriations of statutory reserve — — — — — 2,353 — (2,353) — — — —

Staff welfare fund — — — — — — — (118) — (118) — (118)

Disposal of a subsidiary 

 (3% of interest in WaveLab) — — — (2,830) — — — — — (2,830) 1,907 (923)

At 31 December 2008 84,735 374,146* 51,030* 44,442* 29,684* 74,290* 272,620* 984,277* 59,315 1,974,539 14,468 1,989,007

* These reserve accounts comprise the consolidated reserves of HK$1,830,489,000 (2007: HK$1,561,634,000) in the consolidated balance sheet.
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Consolidated Cash Flow Statement
Year ended 31 December 2008

2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Profi t before tax 259,982 197,764

Adjustments for:

 Interest income 5 (2,205) (3,046)

 Finance costs 7 13,405 7,973

 Depreciation 6 54,740 44,439

 Recognition of prepaid land lease payments 6 346 325

 Amortisation of intangible assets 6 3,620 4,596

 Loss on disposal of items of property, plant and equipment 6 746 570

 Equity-settled share option expense 6 10,807 10,947

341,441 263,568

Increase in inventories (297,692) (136,977)

Increase in trade receivables (173,218) (259,217)

(Increase)/decrease in notes receivable (6,082) 4,369

(Increase)/decrease in prepayments, deposits and other receivables (40,417) 15,993

Increase in trade and bills payables 374,239 47,693

Increase in other payables and accruals 59,060 33,940

(Decrease)/increase in provisions for product warranties (14,047) 12,830

Decrease/(increase) in restricted bank deposits 608 (3,770)

Cash generated from operations 243,892 (21,571)

PRC profi ts tax paid (27,915) (30,737)

Overseas profi ts taxes paid (708) (1,060)

Net cash infl ow/(outfl ow) from operating activities 215,269 (53,368)

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES

Interest received 2,205 3,046

Purchases of items of property, plant and equipment 13 (92,693) (49,366)

Acquisition of a subsidiary — (8,194)

Acquisition of intangible assets 17 (4,059) (6,024)

Proceeds from disposal of items of property, plant and equipment 1,437 398

Net cash outfl ow from investing activities (93,110) (60,140)
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2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

Net cash outfl ow from investing activities (93,110) (60,140)

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES

Proceeds from issue of shares 28 3,329 30,849

New bank borrowings 459,758 189,370

Repayment of bank borrowings (501,127) (263,172)

Amount paid for share repurchase (8,273) —

Interest paid (13,405) (7,973)

Dividends paid (51,233) (38,261)

Net cash outfl ow from fi nancing activities (110,951) (89,187)

NET INCREASE/(DECREASE) IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 11,208 (202,695)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year 374,496 492,737

Effect of foreign exchange rate changes, net 82,462 84,454

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT END OF YEAR 468,166 374,496

ANALYSIS OF BALANCES OF CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

Cash and bank balances 468,166 374,496
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Balance Sheet
31 December 2008

2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Interests in subsidiaries 18 386,015 377,425

Loan to a subsidiary 18 170,455 234,436

Total non-current assets 556,470 611,861

CURRENT ASSETS

Due from subsidiaries 18 401,200 351,200

Prepayments, deposits and other receivables 22 39 38

Cash and cash equivalents 23 78 594

Total current assets 401,317 351,832

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Other payables and accruals 25 6,790 6,200

NET CURRENT ASSETS 394,527 345,632

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 950,997 957,493

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Financial guarantee contracts 31 5,914 2,697

Net assets 945,083 954,796

EQUITY

Issued capital 28 84,735 85,389

Reserves 30(b) 801,033 818,174

Proposed fi nal dividend 11 59,315 51,233

Total equity 945,083 954,796

Fok Tung Ling Tong Chak Wai, Wilson

Director Director
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Notes to Financial Statements
31 December 2008

1. CORPORATE INFORMATION
Comba Telecom Systems Holdings Limited (the “Company”) was incorporated as an exempted company with limited liability in the 

Cayman Islands on 17 May 2002 under the Companies Law, Cap. 22 (Law 3 of 1961, as consolidated and revised) of the Cayman 

Islands.

The head offi ce and principal place of business of the Company is located at 611 East Wing, No. 8 Science Park West Avenue, Hong 

Kong Science Park, Tai Po, Hong Kong.

During the year, the Company and its subsidiaries (collectively referred to as the “Group”) principally engaged in the research, 

development, manufacture and sale of wireless telecommunications network enhancement system equipment and the provision 

of related engineering services.

2.1 BASIS OF PREPARATION
These fi nancial statements have been prepared in accordance with Hong Kong Financial Reporting Standards (“HKFRSs”) (which 

also include all Hong Kong Financial Reporting Standards, Hong Kong Accounting Standards (“HKASs”) and Interpretations) 

issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Certifi ed Public Accountants, accounting principles generally accepted in Hong Kong and the 

disclosure requirements of the Hong Kong Companies Ordinance. They have been prepared under the historical cost convention, 

except for certain buildings which have been measured at fair value. These fi nancial statements are presented in Hong Kong dollars 

(“HK$”) and all values are rounded to the nearest thousand except when otherwise indicated.

Basis of Consolidation
The consolidated fi nancial statements include the fi nancial statements of the Company and its subsidiaries (collectively referred to 

as the “Group”) for the year ended 31 December 2008. The results of subsidiaries are consolidated from the date of acquisition, 

being the date on which the Group obtains control, and continue to be consolidated until the date that such control ceases. All 

income, expenses and unrealised gains and losses resulting from intercompany transactions and intercompany balances within the 

Group are eliminated on consolidation in full.

Minority interests represent the interests of outside shareholders not held by the Group in the results and net assets of the 

Company’s subsidiaries.

2.2 IMPACT OF NEW AND REVISED HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS
The Group has adopted the following new interpretations and amendments to HKFRSs for the fi rst time for the current year’s 

fi nancial statements.

HKAS 39 & HKFRS 7 Amendments Amendments to HKAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement and 

   HKFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures — Reclassifi cation of Financial Assets

HK(IFRIC)-Int 11 HKFRS 2 — Group and Treasury Share Transactions

HK(IFRIC)-Int 12 Service Concession Arrangements

HK(IFRIC)-Int 14 HKAS 19 — The Limit on a Defi ned Benefi t Asset, Minimum Funding Requirements

   and their Interaction
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Notes to Financial Statements
31 December 2008

2.2 IMPACT OF NEW AND REVISED HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS (continued)

The Group has also early adopted the following HKFRS as of 1 January 2008.

HKFRS 8 Operating Segment effective 1 January 2009

Except for in certain cases, giving rise to new and revised accounting policies and additional disclosures, the adoption of these new 

interpretations and amendments has had no signifi cant effect on these fi nancial statements.

The principal effects of adopting these new and revised HKFRSs are as follows:

(a) Amendments to HKAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement and HKFRS 7 Financial 
Instruments: Disclosures — Reclassifi cation of Financial Assets
The amendments to HKAS 39 permit an entity to reclassify a non-derivative fi nancial asset classifi ed as held for trading, other 

than a fi nancial asset designated by an entity as at fair value through profi t or loss upon initial recognition, out of the fair value 

through profi t or loss category if the fi nancial asset is no longer held for the purpose of selling or repurchasing in the near 

term, if specifi ed criteria are met.

A debt instrument that would have met the defi nition of loans and receivables (if it had not been required to be classifi ed as 

held for trading at initial recognition) may be classifi ed out of the fair value through profi t or loss category or (if it had not been 

designated as available for sale) may be classifi ed out of the available-for-sale category to the loans and receivables category 

if the entity has the intention and ability to hold it for the foreseeable future or until maturity.

In rare circumstances, fi nancial assets that are not eligible for classifi cation as loans and receivables may be transferred 

from the held-for-trading category to the available-for-sale category or to the held-to-maturity category (in the case of a debt 

instrument), if the fi nancial asset is no longer held for the purpose of selling or repurchasing in the near term.

The fi nancial asset shall be reclassifi ed at its fair value on the date of reclassifi cation and the fair value of the fi nancial asset 

on the date of reclassifi cation becomes its new cost or amortised cost, as applicable. The amendments to HKFRS 7 require 

extensive disclosures of any fi nancial asset reclassifi ed in the situations described above. The amendments are effective from 

1 July 2008.

As the Group has not reclassifi ed any of its fi nancial instruments, the amendments have had no impact on the fi nancial 

position or results of operations of the Group.

(b) HK(IFRIC)-Int 11 HKFRS 2 — Group and Treasury Share Transactions
HK(IFRIC)-Int 11 requires arrangements whereby an employee is granted rights to the Group’s equity instruments to be 

accounted for as an equity-settled scheme, even if the Group buys the instruments from another party, or the shareholders 

provide the equity instruments needed. HK(IFRIC)-Int 11 also addresses the accounting for share-based payment 

transactions involving two or more entities within the Group. The adoption of this interpretation had no material impact on 

the fi nancial position or results of operations of the Group.



51

Annual Report 2008

2.2 IMPACT OF NEW AND REVISED HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS (continued)

(c) HK(IFRIC)-Int 12 Service Concession Arrangements
HK(IFRIC)-Int 12 applies to service concession operators and explains how to account for obligation undertaken and the rights 

received in service concession arrangements. As the Group currently has no such arrangements, the interpretation is unlikely 

to have any fi nancial impact on the Group.

(d) HK(IFRIC)-Int 14 HKAS 19 — The Limit on a Defi ned Benefi t Asset, Minimum Funding Requirements and 
their Interaction
HK(IFRIC)-Int 14 addresses how to assess the limit under HKAS 19 Employee Benefi ts, on the amount of a refund or 

a reduction in future contributions in relation to a defi ned benefi t scheme that can be recognised as an asset, including 

situations when a minimum funding requirement exists. As the Group has no defi ned benefi t scheme, the interpretation had 

no material impact on the fi nancial position or results of operations of the Group.

(e) HKFRS 8 replaces HKAS 14 Segment Reporting (HKAS 14) upon its effective date. The Group early adopted this amendment 

as of 1 January 2008. The Group concluded that the operating segments determined in accordance with HKFRS 8 are the 

same as the business segments previously identifi ed under HKAS 14. HKFRS 8 disclosures are shown in Note 4, including 

the related revised comparative information.

2.3 IMPACT OF ISSUED BUT NOT YET EFFECTIVE HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS
The Group has not applied the following new and revised HKFRSs, that have been issued but are not yet effective, in these fi nancial 

statements.

HKFRS 1 and HKAS 27 Amendments Amendments to HKFRS 1 First-time Adoption of HKFRSs and HKAS 27 Consolidated and

  Separate Financial Statements — Cost of an Investment in a Subsidiary, 

  Jointly Controlled Entity or Associate1

HKFRS 2 Amendments Amendments to HKFRS 2 Share-based Payment — Vesting Conditions and

  Cancellations1

HKFRS 3 (Revised) Business Combinations2

HKAS 1 (Revised) Presentation of Financial Statements1

HKAS 23 (Revised) Borrowing Costs1

HKAS 27 (Revised) Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements2

HKAS 32 and HKAS 1 Amendments Amendments to HKAS 32 Financial Instruments: Presentation and HKAS 1 

  Presentation of Financial Statements — Puttable Financial Instruments and 

  Obligations Arising on Liquidation1

HKAS 39 Amendment Amendment to HKAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement —

  Eligible Hedged Items2

HK(IFRIC)-Int 13 Customer Loyalty Programmes3

HK(IFRIC)-Int 15 Agreements for the Construction of Real Estate1

HK(IFRIC)-Int 16 Hedges of a Net Investment in a Foreign Operation4

HK(IFRIC)-Int 17 Distribution of Non-cash Assets to Owners2
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2.3 IMPACT OF ISSUED BUT NOT YET EFFECTIVE HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS 
(continued)

Apart from the above, the HKICPA has also issued Improvements to HKFRSs* which sets out amendments to a number of HKFRSs 

primarily with a view to removing inconsistencies and clarifying wording. Except for the amendment to HKFRS 5 which is effective 

for the annual periods on or after 1 July 2009, other amendments are effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 

2009 although there are separate transitional provisions for each standard.

1 Effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2009
2 Effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009
3 Effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2008
4 Effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 October 2008

* Improvements to HKFRSs contains amendments to HKFRS 5, HKFRS 7, HKAS 1, HKAS 10, HKAS 16, HKAS 18, HKAS 19, HKAS 20, HKAS 23, HKAS 

27, HKAS 28, HKAS 29, HKAS 31, HKAS 34, HKAS 36, HKAS 38, HKAS 39, HKAS 40 and HKAS 41.

The HKAS 27 Amendment requires all dividends from subsidiaries, associates or jointly-controlled entities to be recognised in the 

income statement in the separate fi nancial statements. The amendment is applied prospectively only. The HKFRS 1 Amendment 

allows a fi rst-time adopter of HKFRSs to measure its investment in subsidiaries, associates or jointly-controlled entities using a 

deemed cost of either fair value or the carrying amount under the previous accounting practice in the separate fi nancial statements. 

The Group expects to adopt the HKAS 27 Amendment from 1 January 2009. The amendments have no impact on the consolidated 

fi nancial statements. As the Group is not a fi rst-time adopter of HKFRSs, the HKFRS 1 Amendment is not applicable to the Group.

The HKFRS 2 Amendments clarify that vesting conditions are service conditions and performance conditions only. Any other 

conditions are non-vesting conditions. Where an award does not vest as a result of a failure to meet a non-vesting condition that 

is within the control of either the entity or the counterparty, this is accounted for as a cancellation. The Group has not entered into 

share-based payment schemes with non-vesting conditions attached and, therefore, the amendments are unlikely to have any 

signifi cant implications on its accounting for share-based payments.

HKFRS 3 (Revised) introduces a number of changes in the accounting for business combinations that will impact the amount of 

goodwill recognised, the reported results in the period that an acquisition occurs, and future reported results.

HKAS 27 (Revised) requires that a change in the ownership interest of a subsidiary without loss of control is accounted for as an 

equity transaction. Therefore, such a change will have no impact on goodwill, nor will it give rise to a gain or loss. Furthermore, the 

revised standard changes the accounting for losses incurred by the subsidiary as well as the loss of control of a subsidiary. Other 

consequential amendments were made to HKAS 7 Statement of Cash Flows, HKAS 12 Income Taxes, HKAS 21 The Effects of 

Changes in Foreign Exchange Rates, HKAS 28 Investments in Associates and HKAS 31 Interests in Joint Ventures.

The Group expects to adopt HKFRS 3 (Revised) and HKAS 27 (Revised) from 1 January 2010. The changes introduced by these 

revised standards must be applied prospectively and will affect future acquisitions, loss of control and transactions with minority 

interests.
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2.3 IMPACT OF ISSUED BUT NOT YET EFFECTIVE HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS 
(continued)

HKAS 1 (Revised) introduces changes in the presentation and disclosures of fi nancial statements. The revised standard separates 

owner and non-owner changes in equity. The statement of changes in equity will include only details of transactions with 

owners, with all non-owner changes in equity presented as a single line. In addition, this standard introduces the statement of 

comprehensive income, with all items of income and expense recognised in profi t or loss, together with all other items of recognised 

income and expense recognised directly in equity, either in one single statement, or in two linked statements. The Group expects 

to adopt HKAS 1 (Revised) from 1 January 2009.

HKAS 23 has been revised to require capitalisation of borrowing costs when such costs are directly attributable to the acquisition, 

construction or production of a qualifying asset. As the Group’s current policy for borrowing costs aligns with the requirements of 

the revised standard, the revised standard is unlikely to have any fi nancial impact on the Group.

The HKAS 32 Amendments provide a limited scope exception for puttable fi nancial instruments and instruments that impose 

specified obligations arising on liquidation to be classified as equity if they fulfil a number of specified features. HKAS 1 

Amendments require disclosure of certain information relating to these puttable fi nancial instruments and obligations classifi ed as 

equity. As the Group currently has no such fi nancial instruments or obligations, the amendments are unlikely to have any fi nancial 

impact on the Group.

The amendment to HKAS 39 addresses the designation of a one-sided risk in a hedged item, and the designation of infl ation as a 

hedged risk or portion in particular situations. It clarifi es that an entity is permitted to designate a portion of the fair value changes or 

cash fl ow variability of a fi nancial instrument as hedged item. As the Group has not entered into any such hedges, the amendment 

is unlikely to have any fi nancial impact on the Group.

HK(IFRIC)-Int 13 requires customer loyalty award credits to be accounted for as a separate component of the sales transaction in 

which they are granted. The consideration received in the sales transaction is allocated between the loyalty award credits and the 

other components of the sale. The amount allocated to the loyalty award credits is determined by reference to their fair value and 

is deferred until the awards are redeemed or the liability is otherwise extinguished. As the Group currently has no customer loyalty 

award scheme, the interpretation is not applicable to the Group and therefore is unlikely to have any fi nancial impact on the Group.

HK(IFRIC)-Int 15 will replace HK Interpretation 3 Revenue — Pre-completion Contracts for the Sale of Development Properties. 

It clarifi es when and how an agreement for the construction of real estate should be accounted for as a construction contract in 

accordance with HKAS 11 Construction Contracts or an agreement for the sale of goods or services in accordance with HKAS 18 

Revenue. As the Group currently is not involved in any construction of real estate, the interpretation is unlikely to have any fi nancial 

impact on the Group.

HK(IFRIC)-Int 16 provides guidance on the accounting for a hedge of a net investment in a foreign operation. This includes 

clarifi cation that (i) hedge accounting may be applied only to the foreign exchange differences arising between the functional 

currencies of the foreign operation and the parent entity; (ii) a hedging instrument may be held by any entities within a group; and 

(iii) on disposal of a foreign operation, the cumulative gain or loss relating to both the net investment and the hedging instrument 

that was determined to be an effective hedge should be reclassifi ed to the income statement as a reclassifi cation adjustment. As the 

Group currently has no hedge of a net investment in a foreign operation, the interpretation is unlikely to have any fi nancial impact 

on the Group.
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2.3 IMPACT OF ISSUED BUT NOT YET EFFECTIVE HONG KONG FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS 
(continued)

HK(IFRIC)-Int 17 standardises practice in the accounting for non-reciprocal distributions of non-cash assets to owners. The Group 

expects to apply the interpretation from 1 January 2010 prospectively. The interpretation clarifi es that (i) a dividend payable should 

be recognised when the dividend is appropriately authorised and is no longer at the discretion of the entity; (ii) an entity should 

measure the dividend payable at the fair value of the net assets to be distributed; and (iii) an entity should recognise the difference 

between the dividend paid and the carrying amount of the net assets distributed in profi t or loss. Other consequential amendments 

were made to HKAS 10 Events after the Balance Sheet Date and HKFRS 5 Non-current Assets Held for Sale and Discontinued 

Operations. While the adoption of the interpretation may result in changes in certain accounting policies, the interpretation is unlikely 

to have any material fi nancial impact on the Group.

In October 2008, the HKICPA issued its fi rst Improvements to HKFRSs which sets out amendments to a number of HKFRSs. The 

Group expects to adopt the amendments from 1 January 2009. There are separate transitional provisions for each standard. Those 

amendments that are expected to have a signifi cant impact on the Group are as follows:

(a) HKFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures: Removes the reference to “total interest income” as a component of fi nance 

costs.

(b) HKAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements: Clarifi es that assets and liabilities which are classifi ed as held for trading in 

accordance with HKAS 39 are not automatically classifi ed as current in the balance sheet.

(c) HKAS 16 Property, Plant and Equipment: Replaces the term “net selling price” with “fair value less costs to sell” and the 

recoverable amount of property, plant and equipment is calculated at the higher of an asset’s fair value less costs to sell and 

its value in use.

In addition, items held for rental that are routinely sold in the ordinary course of business after rental are transferred to 

inventory when rental ceases and they are held for sale.

(d) HKAS 20 Accounting for Government Grants and Disclosure of Government Assistance: Requires government loans granted 

in the future with no or at a below-market rate of interest to be recognised and measured in accordance with HKAS 39 and 

the benefi t of the reduced interest to be accounted for as a government grant.

(e) HKAS 36 Impairment of Assets: When discounted cash fl ows are used to estimate “fair value less cost to sell”, additional 

disclosure is required about the discount rate, consistent with the disclosures required when the discounted cash fl ows are 

used to estimate “value in use”.

(f) HKAS 38 Intangible Assets: Expenditure on advertising and promotional activities is recognised as an expense when the 

Group either has the right to access the goods or has received the service.

The reference to there being rarely, if ever, persuasive evidence to support an amortisation method of intangible assets other 

than a straight-line method has been removed.



55

Annual Report 2008

2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Subsidiaries
A subsidiary is an entity whose fi nancial and operating policies the Company controls, directly or indirectly, so as to obtain benefi ts 

from its activities.

The results of subsidiaries are included in the Company’s income statement to the extent of dividends received and receivable. The 

Company’s interests in subsidiaries are stated at cost less any impairment losses.

Goodwill
Goodwill arising on the acquisition of subsidiaries represents the excess of the cost of the business combination over the Group’s 

interest in the net fair value of the acquirees’ identifi able assets acquired, and liabilities and contingent liabilities assumed as at the 

date of acquisition.

Goodwill on Acquisitions for which the Agreement Date is on or after 1 January 2005
Goodwill arising on acquisition is recognised in the consolidated balance sheet as an asset, initially measured at cost and 

subsequently at cost less any accumulated impairment losses.

The carrying amount of goodwill is reviewed for impairment annually or more frequently if events or changes in circumstances 

indicate that the carrying value may be impaired. The Group performs its annual impairment test of goodwill as at 31 December.

For the purpose of impairment testing, goodwill acquired in a business combination is, from the acquisition date, allocated to each 

of the Group’s cash-generating units, or groups of cash-generating units, that are expected to benefi t from the synergies of the 

combination, irrespective of whether other assets or liabilities of the Group are assigned to those units or groups of units.

Impairment is determined by assessing the recoverable amount of the cash-generating unit (group of cash-generating units) to 

which the goodwill relates. Where the recoverable amount of the cash-generating unit (group of cash-generating units) is less than 

the carrying amount, an impairment loss is recognised. An impairment loss recognised for goodwill is not reversed in a subsequent 

period.

Where goodwill forms part of a cash-generating unit (group of cash-generating units) and part of the operation within that unit 

is disposed of, the goodwill associated with the operation disposed of is included in the carrying amount of the operation when 

determining the gain or loss on disposal of the operation. Goodwill disposed of in this circumstance is measured based on the 

relative values of the operation disposed of and the portion of the cash-generating unit retained.

Goodwill Previously Eliminated against Consolidated Retained Profi ts
Prior to the adoption of HKICPA’s Statement of Standard Accounting Practice 30 “Business Combinations” (“SSAP 30”) in 2001, 

goodwill arising on acquisition was eliminated against consolidated retained profi ts in the year of acquisition. On the adoption of 

HKFRS 3, such goodwill remains eliminated against consolidated retained profi ts and is not recognised in the income statement 

when all or part of the business to which the goodwill relates is disposed of or when a cash-generating unit to which the goodwill 

relates becomes impaired.



56

Comba Telecom Systems Holdings Limited

Notes to Financial Statements
31 December 2008

2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Impairment of Non-fi nancial Assets Other than Goodwill
Where an indication of impairment exists, or when annual impairment testing for an asset is required (other than inventories, 

construction contract assets, deferred tax assets, fi nancial assets, investment properties, goodwill and non-current assets, the asset’s 

recoverable amount is estimated. An asset’s recoverable amount is the higher of the asset’s or cash-generating unit’s value in use 

and its fair value less costs to sell, and is determined for an individual asset, unless the asset does not generate cash infl ows that 

are largely independent of those from other assets or groups of assets, in which case the recoverable amount is determined for the 

cash-generating unit to which the asset belongs.

An impairment loss is recognised only if the carrying amount of an asset exceeds its recoverable amount. In assessing value in 

use, the estimated future cash fl ows are discounted to their present value using a pre-tax discount rate that refl ects current market 

assessments of the time value of money and the risks specifi c to the asset. An impairment loss is charged to the income statement 

in the period in which it arises, unless the asset is carried at a revalued amount, in which case the impairment loss is accounted for 

in accordance with the relevant accounting policy for that revalued asset.

An assessment is made at each reporting date as to whether there is any indication that previously recognised impairment 

losses may no longer exist or may have decreased. If such an indication exists, the recoverable amount is estimated. A previously 

recognised impairment loss of an asset other than goodwill is reversed only if there has been a change in the estimates used to 

determine the recoverable amount of that asset, but not to an amount higher than the carrying amount that would have been 

determined (net of any depreciation/amortisation) had no impairment loss been recognised for the asset in prior years. A reversal of 

such an impairment loss is credited to the income statement in the period in which it arises, unless the asset is carried at a revalued 

amount, in which case the reversal of the impairment loss is accounted for in accordance with the relevant accounting policy for that 

revalued asset.

Related Parties
A party is considered to be related to the Group if:

(a) the party, directly or indirectly through one or more intermediaries, (i) controls, is controlled by, or is under common control 

with the Group; (ii) has an interest in the Group that gives it signifi cant infl uence over the Group; or (iii) has joint control over 

the Group;

(b) the party is an associate;

(c) the party is a jointly-controlled entity;

(d) the party is a member of the key management personnel of the Group or its parent;

(e) the party is a close member of the family of any individual referred to in (a) or (d);

(f) the party is an entity that is controlled, jointly controlled or signifi cantly infl uenced by or for which signifi cant voting power in 

such entity resides with, directly or indirectly, any individual referred to in (d) or (e); or

(g) the party is a post-employment benefi t plan for the benefi t of the employees of the Group, or of any entity that is a related 

party of the Group.
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Property, Plant and Equipment and Depreciation
Property, plant and equipment, other than construction in progress, are stated at cost or valuation less accumulated depreciation 

and any impairment losses. The cost of an item of property, plant and equipment comprises its purchase price and any directly 

attributable costs of bringing the asset to its working condition and location for its intended use. Expenditure incurred after items of 

property, plant and equipment have been put into operation, such as repairs and maintenance, is normally charged to the income 

statement in the period in which it is incurred. In situations where it can be clearly demonstrated that the expenditure has resulted 

in an increase in the future economic benefi ts expected to be obtained from the use of an item of property, plant and equipment, 

and where the cost of the item can be measured reliably, the expenditure is capitalised as an additional cost of that asset or as a 

replacement.

Valuations are performed frequently enough to ensure that the fair value of a revalued asset does not differ materially from its 

carrying amount. Changes in the values of property, plant and equipment are dealt with as movements in the asset revaluation 

reserve. If the total of this reserve is insuffi cient to cover a defi cit, on an individual asset basis, the excess of the defi cit is charged to 

the income statement. Any subsequent revaluation surplus is credited to the income statement to the extent of the defi cit previously 

charged. On disposal of a revalued asset, the relevant portion of the asset revaluation reserve realised in respect of previous 

valuations is transferred to retained profi ts as a movement in reserves.

Depreciation is calculated on the straight-line basis to write off the cost or valuation of each item of property, plant and equipment 

to its residual value over its estimated useful life. The estimated useful lives used for this purpose are as follows:

Buildings Over the shorter of lease terms and 20 years

Plant and machinery 5 to 10 years

Furniture, fi xtures and offi ce equipment 5 years

Motor vehicles 5 years

Where parts of an item of property, plant and equipment have different useful lives, the cost or valuation of that item is allocated 

on a reasonable basis among the parts and each part is depreciated separately.

Residual values, useful lives and the depreciation method are reviewed, and adjusted if appropriate, at least at each balance sheet 

date.

An item of property, plant and equipment is derecognised upon disposal or when no future economic benefi ts are expected from 

its use or disposal. Any gain or loss on disposal or retirement of a fi xed asset recognised in the income statement in the year the 

asset is derecognised is the difference between the net sales proceeds and the carrying amount of the relevant asset.

Construction in progress represents a building under construction, which is stated at cost less any impairment losses, and is not 

depreciated. Cost comprises the direct costs of construction during the period of construction. Construction in progress is reclassifi ed 

to the appropriate category of property, plant and equipment when completed and ready for use.
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2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Intangible Assets (Other than Goodwill)
The useful lives of intangible assets are assessed to be either fi nite or indefi nite. Intangible assets with fi nite lives are amortised over 

the useful economic life and assessed for impairment whenever there is an indication that the intangible asset may be impaired. 

The amortisation period and the amortisation method for an intangible asset with a fi nite useful life are reviewed at least at each 

balance sheet date.

Computer Software
The purchased computer software are stated at cost less any impairment losses and are amortised on the straight-line basis over 

their estimated useful lives. The principal annual rates used for this purpose are as follows:

Computer software 3 to 10 years

Research and Development Costs
All research costs are charged to the income statement as incurred.

Expenditure incurred on projects to develop new products is capitalised and deferred only when the Group can demonstrate the 

technical feasibility of completing the intangible asset so that it will be available for use or sale, its intention to complete and its 

ability to use or sell the asset, how the asset will generate future economic benefi ts, the availability of resources to complete the 

project and the ability to measure reliably the expenditure during the development. Product development expenditure, which does 

not meet these criteria, is expensed when incurred.

Leases
Leases that transfer substantially all the rewards and risks of ownership of assets to the Group, other than legal title, are accounted 

for as fi nance leases. At the inception of a fi nance lease, the cost of the leased asset is capitalised at the present value of the 

minimum lease payments and recorded together with the obligation, excluding the interest element, to refl ect the purchase and 

fi nancing. Assets held under capitalised fi nance leases are included in property, plant and equipment, and depreciated over the 

shorter of the lease terms and the estimated useful lives of the assets. The fi nance costs of such leases are charged to the income 

statement so as to provide a constant periodic rate of charge over the lease terms.

Assets acquired through hire purchase contracts of a fi nancing nature are accounted for as fi nance leases, but are depreciated over 

their estimated useful lives.

Leases where substantially all the rewards and risks of ownership of assets remain with the lessor are accounted for as operating 

leases. Where the Group is the lessee, rentals payable under the operating leases are charged to the income statement on the 

straight-line basis over the lease terms.

Prepaid land lease payments under operating leases are initially stated at cost and subsequently recognised on the straight-line basis 

over the lease terms. When the lease payments cannot be allocated reliably between the land and buildings elements, the entire 

lease payments are included in the cost of the land and buildings as a fi nance lease in property, plant and equipment.
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2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Investments and Other Financial Assets
Financial assets in the scope of HKAS 39 are classifi ed as loans and receivables as appropriate. When fi nancial assets are recognised 

initially, they are measured at fair value, plus, in the case of investments not at fair value through profi t or loss, directly attributable 

transaction costs.

The Group assesses whether a contract contains an embedded derivative when the Group fi rst becomes a party to it and assesses 

whether an embedded derivative is required to be separated from the host contract when the analysis shows that the economic 

characteristics and risks of the embedded derivative are not closely related to those of the host contract. Reassessment only occurs 

if there is a change in the terms of the contract that signifi cantly modifi es the cash fl ows that would otherwise be required under 

the contract.

The Group determines the classifi cation of its fi nancial assets after initial recognition and, where allowed and appropriate, re-

evaluates this designation at the balance sheet date.

All regular way purchases and sales of fi nancial assets are recognised on the trade date, that is, the date that the Group commits to 

purchase or sell the asset. Regular way purchases or sales are purchases or sales of fi nancial assets that require delivery of assets 

within the period generally established by regulation or convention in the marketplace.

Financial Assets at Fair Value through Profi t or Loss
Financial assets at fair value through profi t or loss include fi nancial assets held for trading. Financial assets are classifi ed as held for 

trading if they are acquired for the purpose of sale in the near term. Gains or losses on investments held for trading are recognised 

in the income statement.

Loans and Receivables
Loans and receivables are non-derivative fi nancial assets with fi xed or determinable payments that are not quoted in an active 

market. Such assets are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the effective interest method less any allowance for 

impairment. Amortised cost is calculated taking into account any discount or premium on acquisition and includes fees that are an 

integral part of the effective interest rate and transaction costs. Gains and losses are recognised in the income statement when the 

loans and receivables are derecognised or impaired, as well as through the amortisation process.

Impairment of Financial Assets
The Group assesses at each balance sheet date whether there is any objective evidence that a fi nancial asset or a group of fi nancial 

assets is impaired.
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2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Impairment of Financial Assets (continued)

Assets Carried at Amortised Cost
If there is objective evidence that an impairment loss on loans and receivables carried at amortised cost has been incurred, the 

amount of the loss is measured as the difference between the asset’s carrying amount and the present value of estimated future 

cash fl ows (excluding future credit losses that have not been incurred) discounted at the fi nancial asset’s original effective interest 

rate (i.e., the effective interest rate computed at initial recognition). The carrying amount of the asset is reduced either directly or 

through the use of an allowance account. The amount of the impairment loss is recognised in the income statement. Loans and 

receivables together with any associated allowance are written off when there is no realistic prospect of future recovery and all 

collateral has been realised or has been transferred to the Group.

If, in a subsequent period, the amount of the impairment loss decreases and the decrease can be related objectively to an event 

occurring after the impairment was recognised, the previously recognised impairment loss is reversed by adjusting the allowance 

account. Any subsequent reversal of an impairment loss is recognised in the income statement, to the extent that the carrying value 

of the asset does not exceed its amortised cost at the reversal date.

In relation to trade receivables, a provision for impairment is made when there is objective evidence (such as the probability of 

insolvency or signifi cant fi nancial diffi culties of the debtor and signifi cant changes in the technological, market, economic or legal 

environment that have an adverse effect on the debtor) that the Group will not be able to collect all of the amounts due under the 

original terms of an invoice. The carrying amount of the receivables is reduced through the use of an allowance account. Impaired 

debts are derecognised when they are assessed as uncollectible.

Assets Carried at Cost
If there is objective evidence that an impairment loss on an unquoted equity instrument that is not carried at fair value because its 

fair value cannot be reliably measured has been incurred, the amount of the loss is measured as the difference between the asset’s 

carrying amount and the present value of estimated future cash fl ows discounted at the current market rate of return for a similar 

fi nancial asset. Impairment losses on these assets are not reversed.

Derecognition of Financial Assets
A fi nancial asset (or, where applicable, a part of a fi nancial asset or part of a group of similar fi nancial assets) is derecognised where:

• the rights to receive cash fl ows from the asset have expired;

• the Group retains the rights to receive cash fl ows from the asset, but has assumed an obligation to pay them in full without 

material delay to a third party under a ”pass-through” arrangement; or

• the Group has transferred its rights to receive cash fl ows from the asset and either (a) has transferred substantially all the risks 

and rewards of the asset, or (b) has neither transferred nor retained substantially all the risks and rewards of the asset, but 

has transferred control of the asset.
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Derecognition of Financial Assets (continued)

Where the Group has transferred its rights to receive cash fl ows from an asset and has neither transferred nor retained substantially 

all the risks and rewards of the asset nor transferred control of the asset, the asset is recognised to the extent of the Group’s 

continuing involvement in the asset. Continuing involvement that takes the form of a guarantee over the transferred asset is 

measured at the lower of the original carrying amount of the asset and the maximum amount of consideration that the Group could 

be required to repay.

Where continuing involvement takes the form of a written and/or purchased option (including a cash-settled option or similar 

provision) on the transferred asset, the extent of the Group’s continuing involvement is the amount of the transferred asset that 

the Group may repurchase, except in the case of a written put option (including a cash-settled option or similar provision) on an 

asset measured at fair value, where the extent of the Group’s continuing involvement is limited to the lower of the fair value of the 

transferred asset and the option exercise price.

Financial Liabilities at Amortised Cost (Including Interest-bearing Bank Loans)
Financial liabilities including trade and other payables and interest-bearing bank loans are initially stated at fair value less directly 

attributable transaction costs and are subsequently measured at amortised cost, using the effective interest method unless the effect 

of discounting would be immaterial, in which case they are stated at cost. The related interest expense is recognised within “Finance 

cost” in the income statement.

Gains and losses are recognised in the income statement when the liabilities are derecognised as well as through the amortisation 

process.

Financial Guarantee Contracts
Financial guarantee contracts in the scope of HKAS 39 are accounted for as fi nancial liabilities. A fi nancial guarantee contract is 

recognised initially at its fair value less transaction costs that are directly attributable to the acquisition or issue of the fi nancial 

guarantee contract, except when such contract is recognised at fair value through profi t or loss. Subsequent to initial recognition, the 

Group measures the fi nancial guarantee contract at the higher of: (i) the amount of the best estimate of the expenditure required 

to settle the present obligation at the balance sheet date; and (ii) the amount initially recognised less, when appropriate, cumulative 

amortisation recognised in accordance with HKAS 18 Revenue.

Derecognition of Financial Liabilities
A fi nancial liability is derecognised when the obligation under the liability is discharged or cancelled, or expires.

When an existing fi nancial liability is replaced by another from the same lender on substantially different terms, or the terms of an 

existing liability are substantially modifi ed, such an exchange or modifi cation is treated as a derecognition of the original liability and 

a recognition of a new liability, and the difference between the respective carrying amounts is recognised in the income statement.

Inventories
Inventories are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Cost is determined on the weighted average basis and, in the 

case of work in progress and fi nished goods, comprises direct materials, direct labour and an appropriate proportion of overheads. 

Net realisable value is based on estimated selling prices less any estimated costs to be incurred to completion and disposal.
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Cash and Cash Equivalents
For the purpose of the consolidated cash fl ow statement, cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and demand deposits, 

and short term highly liquid investments that are readily convertible into known amounts of cash, are subject to an insignifi cant 

risk of changes in value, and have a short maturity of generally within three months when acquired, less bank overdrafts which are 

repayable on demand and form an integral part of the Group’s cash management.

For the purpose of the balance sheets, cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and at banks, including term deposits, 

and assets similar in nature to cash, which are not restricted as to use.

Provisions
A provision is recognised when a present obligation (legal or constructive) has arisen as a result of a past event and it is probable 

that a future outfl ow of resources will be required to settle the obligation, provided that a reliable estimate can be made of the 

amount of the obligation.

When the effect of discounting is material, the amount recognised for a provision is the present value at the balance sheet date of 

the future expenditures expected to be required to settle the obligation. The increase in the discounted present value amount arising 

from the passage of time is included in Finance costs in the income statement.

Provisions for product warranties granted by the Group on certain products are recognised based on sales volumes and past 

experience of the level of repairs and returns, discounted to their present values as appropriate.

Income Tax
Income tax comprises current and deferred tax. Income tax is recognised in the income statement or in equity if it relates to items 

that are recognised in the same or a different period directly in equity.

Current tax assets and liabilities for the current and prior periods are measured at the amount expected to be recovered from or paid 

to the taxation authorities.

Deferred tax is provided, using the liability method, on all temporary differences at the balance sheet date between the tax bases of 

assets and liabilities and their carrying amounts for fi nancial reporting purposes.

Deferred tax liabilities are recognised for all taxable temporary differences, except:

— where the deferred tax liability arises from goodwill or the initial recognition of an asset or liability in a transaction that is not 

a business combination and, at the time of the transaction, affects neither the accounting profi t nor taxable profi t or loss; and

— in respect of taxable temporary differences associated with interests in subsidiaries, where the timing of the reversal of the 

temporary differences can be controlled and it is probable that the temporary differences will not reverse in the foreseeable 

future.



63

Annual Report 2008

2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Income Tax (continued)

Deferred tax assets are recognised for all deductible temporary differences, carryforward of unused tax credits and unused tax 

losses, to the extent that it is probable that taxable profi t will be available against which the deductible temporary differences, and 

the carryforward of unused tax credits and unused tax losses can be utilised, except:

— where the deferred tax asset relating to the deductible temporary differences arises from the initial recognition of an asset or 

liability in a transaction that is not a business combination and, at the time of the transaction, affects neither the accounting 

profi t nor taxable profi t or loss; and

— in respect of deductible temporary differences associated with interests in subsidiaries, deferred tax assets are only recognised 

to the extent that it is probable that the temporary differences will reverse in the foreseeable future and taxable profi t will be 

available against which the temporary differences can be utilised.

The carrying amount of deferred tax assets is reviewed at each balance sheet date and reduced to the extent that it is no longer 

probable that suffi cient taxable profi t will be available to allow all or part of the deferred tax asset to be utilised. Conversely, 

previously unrecognised deferred tax assets are reassessed at each balance sheet date and are recognised to the extent that it is 

probable that suffi cient taxable profi t will be available to allow all or part of the deferred tax asset to be utilised.

Deferred tax assets and liabilities are measured at the tax rates that are expected to apply to the period when the asset is realised or 

the liability is settled, based on tax rates (and tax laws) that have been enacted or substantively enacted at the balance sheet date.

Deferred tax assets and deferred tax liabilities are offset if a legally enforceable right exists to set off current tax assets against current 

tax liabilities and the deferred taxes relate to the same taxable entity and the same taxation authority.

Revenue Recognition
Revenue is recognised when it is probable that the economic benefi ts will fl ow to the Group and when the revenue can be 

measured reliably, on the following bases:

(a) from the sale of goods and rendering of services associated with goods sold, when the signifi cant risks and rewards of 

ownership have been transferred to the buyer, provided that the Group maintains neither managerial involvement to the 

degree usually associated with ownership, nor effective control over the goods sold; and

(b) interest income, on an accrual basis using the effective interest method by applying the rate that discounts the estimated 

future cash receipts through the expected life of the fi nancial instrument to the net carrying amount of the fi nancial asset.
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Employee Benefi ts
Pension Schemes and Other Retirement Benefi ts
The Group operates a defi ned contribution Mandatory Provident Fund retirement benefi t scheme (the “MPF Scheme”) under 

the Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes Ordinance, for those employees who are eligible to participate in the MPF Scheme. 

Contributions are made based on a percentage of the employees’ basic salaries and are charged to the income statement as they 

become payable in accordance with the rules of the MPF Scheme. The assets of the MPF Scheme are held separately from those 

of the Group in an independently administered fund. The Group’s employer contributions vest fully with the employees when 

contributed into the MPF Scheme.

The employees of the Group’s subsidiaries, which operate in Mainland China, are required to participate in a central pension 

scheme operated by the local municipal government. These subsidiaries are required to contribute a certain percentage of its payroll 

costs to the central pension scheme. The contributions are charged to the income statement as they become payable in accordance 

with the rules of the central pension scheme.

Share-based Payment Transactions
The Company operates a share option scheme for the purpose of providing incentives and rewards to eligible participants who 

contribute to the success of the Group’s operations. Employees (including directors) of the Group receive remuneration in the form 

of share-based payment transactions, whereby employees render services as consideration for equity instruments (“equity-settled 

transactions”).

The cost of equity-settled transactions with employees is measured by reference to the fair value at the date at which they are 

granted. The fair value is determined by an external valuer using a binomial model, further details of which are given in note 29 

to the fi nancial statements. In valuing equity-settled transactions, no account is taken of any performance conditions, other than 

conditions linked to the price of the shares of the Company (“market conditions”), if applicable.

The cost of equity-settled transactions is recognised, together with a corresponding increase in equity, over the period in which the 

performance and/or service conditions are fulfi lled, ending on the date on which the relevant employees become fully entitled to 

the award (the ”vesting date”). The cumulative expense recognised for equity-settled transactions at each balance sheet date until 

the vesting date refl ects the extent to which the vesting period has expired and the Group’s best estimate of the number of equity 

instruments that will ultimately vest. The charge or credit to the income statement for a period represents the movement in the 

cumulative expense recognised as at the beginning and end of that period.

No expense is recognised for awards that do not ultimately vest, except for awards where vesting is conditional upon a market 

condition, which are treated as vesting irrespective of whether or not the market condition is satisfi ed, provided that all other 

performance conditions are satisfi ed.

Where the terms of an equity-settled award are modifi ed, as a minimum an expense is recognised as if the terms had not been 

modifi ed. In addition, an expense is recognised for any modifi cation, which increases the total fair value of the share-based payment 

arrangement, or is otherwise benefi cial to the employee as measured at the date of modifi cation.
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2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Employee Benefi ts (continued)

Share-based Payment Transactions (continued)

Where an equity-settled award is cancelled, it is treated as if it had vested on the date of cancellation, and any expense not 

yet recognised for the award is recognised immediately. However, if a new award is substituted for the cancelled award, and is 

designated as a replacement award on the date that it is granted, the cancelled and new awards are treated as if they were a 

modifi cation of the original award, as described in the previous paragraph.

The dilutive effect of outstanding options is refl ected as additional share dilution in the computation of earnings per share.

The Group has adopted the transitional provisions of HKFRS 2 in respect of equity-settled awards and has applied HKFRS 2 only to 

equity-settled awards granted after 7 November 2002 that had not vested by 1 January 2005 and to those granted on or after 1 

January 2005.

Borrowing Costs
Borrowing costs directly attributable to the acquisition, construction of qualifying assets, i.e., assets that necessarily take a substantial 

period of time to get ready for their intended use or sale, are capitalised as part of the cost of those assets. The capitalisation of 

such borrowing costs ceases when the assets are substantially ready for their intended use of sale. Investment income earned on 

the temporary investment of specifi c borrowings pending their expenditure on qualifying assets is deducted from the borrowing cost 

capitalised.

Dividends
Final dividends proposed by the directors are classifi ed as a separate allocation of retained profi ts within the equity section of the 

balance sheet, until they have been approved by the shareholders in a general meeting. When these dividends have been approved 

by the shareholders and declared, they are recognised as a liability.

Foreign Currencies
These fi nancial statements are presented in Hong Kong dollars, which is the Company’s functional and presentation currency. 

Each entity in the Group determines its own functional currency and items included in the fi nancial statements of each entity are 

measured using that functional currency. Foreign currency transactions are initially recorded using the functional currency rates ruling 

at the dates of the transactions. Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies are retranslated at the functional 

currency rates of exchange ruling at the balance sheet date. All differences are taken to the income statement. Non-monetary items 

that are measured in terms of historical cost in a foreign currency are translated using the exchange rates at the dates of the initial 

transactions. Non-monetary items measured at fair value in a foreign currency are translated using the exchange rates at the date 

when the fair value was determined.

The functional currencies of certain overseas subsidiaries are currencies other than the Hong Kong dollar. As at the balance sheet 

date, the assets and liabilities of these entities are translated into the presentation currency of the Company (i.e., Hong Kong dollars) 

at the exchange rates ruling at the balance sheet date and their income statements are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the 

weighted average exchange rates for the year. The resulting exchange differences are included in the exchange fl uctuation reserve. 

On disposal of a foreign entity, the deferred cumulative amount recognised in equity relating to that particular foreign operation is 

recognised in the income statement.
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2.4 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Foreign Currencies (continued)

For the purpose of the consolidated cash fl ow statement, the cash fl ows of overseas subsidiaries are translated into Hong Kong 

dollars at the exchange rates ruling at the dates of the cash fl ows. Frequently recurring cash fl ows of overseas subsidiaries which 

arise throughout the year are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the weighted average exchange rates for the year.

3. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING ESTIMATES
The preparation of the Group’s financial statements requires management to make judgements, estimates and assumptions 

that affect the reported amounts of revenues, expenses, assets and liabilities, and the disclosure of contingent liabilities, at the 

reporting date. However, uncertainty about these assumptions and estimates could result in outcomes that could require a material 

adjustment to the carrying amounts of the assets or liabilities affected in the future.

Estimation Uncertainty
The key assumptions concerning the future and other key sources of estimation uncertainty at the balance sheet date, that have 

a signifi cant risk of causing a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities within the next fi nancial year, are 

discussed below.

Impairment Allowances for Trade and Other Receivables
Impairment allowances for trade and other receivables are made on assessment of the recoverability of trade and other receivables. 

The identification of impairment allowances requires management judgement and estimates. Where the actual outcome or 

expectation in future is different from the original estimate, such differences will have impact on the carrying value of the receivables 

and the impairment or reversal of the receivables in the period in which such estimate has been changed.

Impairment of Property, Plant, and Equipment
The Group tests annually whether property, plant, and equipment have suffered any impairment, which is in accordance with the 

accounting policy stated in note 2.4. The recoverable amounts of cash-generating units have been determined based on a value in 

use calculation. These calculations require the use of estimates such as the future revenue and discount rates.

Impairment of Goodwill
The Group determines whether goodwill is impaired at least on an annual basis. This requires an estimation of the value in use 

of the cash-generating unit to which the goodwill is allocated. Estimating the value in use requires the Group to make an estimate 

of the expected future cash fl ows from the cash-generating unit and also to choose a suitable discount rate in order to calculate 

the present value of those cash fl ows. The carrying amount of goodwill at 31 December 2008 was approximately HK$29,187,000 

(2007: HK$30,110,000). More details are given in note 15.

Provisions for Product Warranties
The Group generally provides one to two year warranties to its customers on certain of its products, under which faulty products are 

repaired or replaced. The amount of provisions is estimated based on the sales volume and past experience of the level of repairs 

and returns. The estimation basis is reviewed on an ongoing basis and revised where appropriate. During the year, the provisions 

for product warranties were not discounted as the effect of discounting was not material.
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3. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING ESTIMATES (continued)

Estimation Uncertainty (continued)

Fair Values
The fair values of the Group’s fi nancial instruments are not materially different from their carrying amounts. Fair value estimates are 

made at a specifi c point in time and based on relevant market information and information about the fi nancial instruments. These 

estimates are subjective in nature, involve uncertainties and matters of signifi cant judgement and therefore cannot be determined 

with precision. Changes in assumptions could signifi cantly affect the estimates.

4. SEGMENT INFORMATION
The management considers the performance of the business in the PRC and non-PRC segments. The reportable operating 

segments derive their revenue from manufacturing and sale of wireless telecommunication network enhancement system 

equipment and the provision of related engineering services. All of the Group’s products are of the similar nature.

No operating segments have been aggregated to form the above reportable operating segments.

Management monitors the operating results of its business units separately for the purpose of making decision about resource 

allocation and performance assessment. Segment performance is evaluated based on operating profi t or loss which in certain 

respects, as explained in the table below, is measured differently from operating profit or loss in the consolidated financial 

statements. Group research and development costs, income taxes and corporate expenses are managed on a group basis and are 

not allocated to operating segments.

Year ended 31 December 2008 PRC Non-PRC

Adjustments & 

eliminations Consolidated

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Revenue

External customers 2,222,644 303,251 — 2,525,895

Results

Depreciation and amortisation 56,180 2,526 — 58,706

Segment profi t 389,827 5,761 1(135,606) 259,982

Assets
4Capital expenditure 92,036 4,716 — 96,752

Operating assets 3,167,118 155,975 2129,304 3,452,397

Operating liabilities 1,426,639 23,727 313,024 1,463,390

1. Segment operating profi t does not include research and development costs HK$132,253,000 and unallocated corporate expenses HK$3,353,000.
2. Segment assets do not include goodwill HK$29,187,000, deferred tax assets HK$100,001,000 and unallocated corporate assets HK$116,000.
3. Segment liabilities do not include deferred tax liabilities HK$6,233,000 and unallocated corporate liabilities HK$6,791,000.
4. Capital expenditure consists of additions of property, plant and equipment and intangible assets.
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4. SEGMENT INFORMATION (continued)

Year ended 31 December 2007 PRC Non-PRC

Adjustments &

 eliminations Consolidated

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Revenue

External customers 1,631,902 136,516 — 1,768,418

Results

Depreciation and amortisation 47,707 1,653 — 49,360

Segment profi t 291,582 2,605 1(96,423) 197,764

Assets
4Capital expenditure 51,584 3,806 — 55,390

Operating assets 2,564,320 95,284 299,738 2,759,342

Operating liabilities 1,029,078 12,353 312,961 1,054,392

1. Segment operating profi t does not include research and development costs HK$91,087,000 and unallocated corporate expenses HK$5,336,000.
2. Segment assets do not include goodwill HK$30,110,000, deferred tax assets HK$68,997,000 and unallocated corporate assets HK$631,000.
3. Segment liabilities do not include deferred tax liabilities HK$6,761,000 and unallocated corporate liabilities HK$6,200,000.
4. Capital expenditure consists of additions of property, plant and equipment and intangible assets.

The largest customer accounted for approximately 56% (2007: 65%) of the total revenue of the year.
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5. REVENUE, OTHER INCOME AND GAINS
Revenue, which is also the Group’s turnover, represents the net invoiced value of goods sold and services rendered during the 

year, net of value-added tax, and after allowances for returns and trade discounts. All signifi cant intra-group transactions have been 

eliminated on consolidation.

An analysis of revenue, other income and gains is as follows:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Revenue

Manufacture and sale of wireless telecommunications network

 enhancement system equipment and provision of

 related engineering services 2,416,782 1,726,792

Warranty services 109,113 41,626

2,525,895 1,768,418

Other income and gains

Bank interest income 2,205 3,046

Exchange gain, net — 11,630

Government subsidy 6,975 5,130

Recovery of bad debts 4,953 —

Others 4,950 3,960

19,083 23,766
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6. PROFIT BEFORE TAX
The Group’s profi t before tax is arrived at after charging/(crediting):

2008 2007

Notes HK$’000 HK$’000

Cost of inventories sold and services provided 1,472,995 978,765

Depreciation 13 54,740 44,439

Recognition of prepaid land lease payments 14 346 325

Amortisation of intangible assets 17 3,620 4,596

Minimum lease payments under operating leases in respect of land

 and buildings 46,398 28,529

Auditors’ remuneration 2,953 2,469

Employee benefi t expense (including directors’ emoluments, note 8):

 Salaries and wages 393,141 303,546

 Staff welfare expenses 33,981 25,727

 Equity-settled share option expense 10,807 10,947

 Pension scheme contributions# 28,472 22,373

466,401 362,593

Exchange loss/(gain), net 8,323 (11,630)

Impairment of trade receivables 20 17 —

Write-down of inventories to net realisable value 9,791 5,790

Provisions for product warranties 27 28,024 48,847

Loss on disposal of items of property, plant and equipment 746 570

Bank interest income (2,205) (3,046)

# At 31 December 2008, the Group had no forfeited contributions available to reduce its contributions to the pension schemes in future years (2007: 

Nil).

7. FINANCE COSTS

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Interest on bank loans wholly repayable within one year 9,094 7,973

Interest on added confi rmation of documentary credits 4,311 —

13,405 7,973
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8. DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION AND FIVE HIGHEST PAID EMPLOYEES
Directors’ remuneration for the year, disclosed pursuant to the Listing Rules and Section 161 of the Hong Kong Companies 

Ordinance, is as follows:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Fees 570 540

Other emoluments:

 Salaries, allowances and benefi ts in kind 10,699 10,831

 Performance related bonuses* 5,751 4,843

 Equity-settled share option expense 2,358 1,133

 Pension scheme contributions 224 208

19,032 17,015

19,602 17,555

* Certain executive directors of the Company are entitled to bonus payments which are determined as a percentage of the profi t after tax of the Group.

During the year, directors have been granted share options, in respect of their services to the Group, under the share option scheme 

of the Company, further details of which are set out in note 29 to the fi nancial statements. The fair value of such options, which has 

been recognised to the income statement over the vesting period, was determined as at the date of grant and the amount included 

in the fi nancial statements for the current year is included in the above directors’ remuneration disclosures.

(a) Independent Non-Executive Directors
The fees paid to independent non-executive directors during the year were as follows:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Mr. Yao Yan 135 120

Mr. Lau Siu Ki, Kevin 135 120

Mr. Liu Cai 200 200

470 440

There were no other emoluments payable to the independent non-executive directors during the year (2007: Nil).
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8. DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION AND FIVE HIGHEST PAID EMPLOYEES (continued)

(b) Executive Directors

Fees

Salaries,

allowances 

and benefi ts 

in kind

Performance 

related 

bonuses

Equity-settled 

share option 

expense

Pension 

scheme 

contributions

Total 

remuneration

2008 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Executive directors:

Mr. Fok Tung Ling — 2,263 1,237 — 12 3,512

Mr. Zhang Yue Jun — 1,842 1,190 — 50 3,082

Mr. Tong Chak Wai, Wilson — 103 — 49 1 153

Mr. Wu Jiang Cheng — 1,448 1,373 590 50 3,461

Mr. Yan Ji Ci — 1,223 1,349 523 50 3,145

Mr. Zheng Guo Bao 100 1,485 — 209 44 1,838

Mr. Yeung Pui Sang, Simon — 1,745 360 987 12 3,104

Mr. Chan Kai Leung, Clement — 590 242 — 5 837

100 10,699 5,751 2,358 224 19,132

Fees

Salaries,

allowances and 

benefi ts 

in kind

Performance 

related 

bonuses

Equity-settled 

share option 

expense

Pension 

scheme 

contributions

Total 

remuneration

2007 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Executive directors:

Mr. Fok Tung Ling — 2,097 1,031 — 12 3,140

Mr. Zhang Yue Jun — 1,696 986 — 43 2,725

Mr. Wu Jiang Cheng — 1,319 1,148 37 43 2,547

Mr. Yan Ji Ci — 1,119 1,125 37 43 2,324

Mr. Zheng Guo Bao 100 1,404 — — 43 1,547

Mr. Yeung Pui Sang, Simon — 1,621 335 984 12 2,952

Mr. Chan Kai Leung, Clement — 1,575 218 75 12 1,880

100 10,831 4,843 1,133 208 17,115

There was no arrangement under which a director waived or agreed to waive any remuneration during the year.
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8. DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION AND FIVE HIGHEST PAID EMPLOYEES (continued)

(c) Five Highest Paid Employees
The fi ve highest paid employees during the year included fi ve (2007: four) directors, details of whose remuneration are set 

out above. Details of the remuneration of the remaining one non-director, highest paid employee for last year are as follows:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Salaries, allowances and benefi ts in kind — 2,302

Equity-settled share option expense — 34

Pension scheme contributions — 282

— 2,618

9. TAX
No provision for Hong Kong profi ts tax has been made as the Group did not have any assessable profi ts arising in Hong Kong during 

the year (2007: Nil). Taxes on profi ts assessable elsewhere have been calculated at the rates of tax prevailing in the jurisdictions in 

which the Group operates, based on existing legislation, interpretations and practices in respect thereof.

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Current year provision:

 Mainland China 52,963 37,129

 Overseas 857 1,060

Deferred tax (26,327) (30,996)

Total tax charge for the year 27,493 7,193

According to the Income Tax Law of the PRC for Foreign Investment Enterprises and Foreign Enterprises and approved by the 

relevant tax authorities, Comba Telecom Systems (Guangzhou) Limited (“Comba Guangzhou”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of the 

Company operating in Mainland China was exempted from PRC corporate income tax for the two years commencing from its fi rst 

profi t-making year from 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2001 and thereafter was entitled to a 50% reduction in the PRC corporate 

income tax for the subsequent three years from 1 January 2002 to 31 December 2004.

In addition, Comba Guangzhou was designated as an advanced technology foreign investment enterprise by the Guangzhou Foreign 

Trade and Economic Cooperation Bureau in August 2004. Under the current PRC tax legislation, upon expiry of its tax holiday, a 

foreign investment enterprise of advanced technology is entitled to the preferential tax rate at half of the applicable standard rate, 

subject to a minimum rate of 10%, for another three years from 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2007.
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9. TAX (continued)

In 2008, during the 5th Session of the 10th National People’s Congress, which was concluded on 16 March 2007, the PRC 

Corporate Income Tax Law (“the New Corporate Income Tax Law”) was approved and has become effective on 1 January 2008. 

The New Corporate Income Tax Law introduces a wide range of changes which include, but are not limited to, the unifi cation of the 

income tax rate for domestic-invested and foreign-invested enterprises, which results in an adjustment of income tax rate to 25%. 

The effect of this change has been refl ected in the calculation of deferred income tax as at 31 December 2008. Comba Guangzhou, 

being a manufacturing foreign invested enterprise (“FIE”), located in Guangzhou Economic and Technology Development Zone, is 

eligible to enjoy the transitional arrangement under the New Corporate Income Tax Law. The income tax rate of Comba Guangzhou 

was 18% in 2008 and will be 20%, 22%, 24% and 25% in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively.

According to the Income Tax Law of the PRC for Foreign Investment Enterprises and Foreign Enterprises, Comba Telecom 

Technology (Guangzhou) Limited (“Comba Technology”), another subsidiary of the Company established in the PRC, was entitled 

to an exemption from PRC corporate income tax for the two years commencing from its fi rst profi t-making year of 1 January 2003 

to 31 December 2004 and thereafter was entitled to a 50% reduction in PRC corporate income tax for the subsequent three years 

from 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2007. In addition, Comba Technology was designated as an High-New Technology Enterprise 

by Guangdong Science and Technology Department on 16 December 2008. Being an High-New Technology Enterprise, Comba 

Technology is entitled to the preferential tax rate of 10% for another three years from 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2010.

A reconciliation of the tax expense applicable to profi t before tax using the statutory rates for the jurisdictions in which the Company 

and the majority of its subsidiaries are domiciled to the tax expense at the effective tax rate, and a reconciliation of the applicable 

rate to the effective tax rate, are as follows:

2008 2007

HK$’000 % HK$’000 %

Profi t before tax 259,982 197,764

Tax at the applicable tax rate 64,995 25.0 29,665 15.0

Lower tax rates for specifi c provinces or

 enacted by local authority (77,340) (29.8) (17,895) (9.0)

Effect on opening deferred tax of 

 increase in rate (7,666) (2.9) (29,454) (14.9)

Expenses not deductible for tax 15,532 6.0 7,427 3.7

Additional deductible research and 

 development expense (4,197) (1.6) — —

Tax losses not recognised 36,169 13.9 17,450 8.8

Tax charge at the Group’s effective rate 27,493 10.6 7,193 3.6
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9. TAX (continued)

The Group has tax losses arising in Hong Kong and other jurisdictions of HK$99,642,000 (2007: HK$116,333,000) that are 

available for offsetting against future taxable profi ts of the companies in which the losses arose. Deferred tax assets have not been 

recognised in respect of these losses as they have arisen in subsidiaries that have been loss-making for some time. Apart from the 

above, there were no signifi cant unrecognised deferred tax assets at 31 December 2008.

There are no income tax consequences attaching to the payment of dividends by the Company to its shareholders.

Effective deferred tax rate in 2008 was 20% (2007: 18%).

10. PROFIT ATTRIBUTABLE TO EQUITY HOLDERS OF THE PARENT
The consolidated profi t attributable to equity holders of the parent for the year ended 31 December 2008 includes a profi t of 

HK$35,657,000 (2007: HK$46,904,000) which has been dealt with in the fi nancial statements of the Company (note 30(b)).

11. DIVIDEND

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Proposed fi nal — HK 7 cents (2007: HK 6 cents) per ordinary share 59,315 51,233

The proposed fi nal dividend for the year is subject to the approval of the Company’s shareholders at the forthcoming annual general 

meeting.

12. EARNINGS PER SHARE ATTRIBUTABLE TO ORDINARY EQUITY HOLDERS OF THE PARENT
The calculation of basic earnings per share is based on the profi t for the year attributable to ordinary equity holders of the parent, 

and the weighted average number of ordinary shares in issue during the year.

The calculation of diluted earnings per share is based on the profi t for the year attributable to ordinary equity holders of the parent. 

The weighted average number of ordinary shares used in the calculation is the ordinary shares in issue during the year, as used in 

the basic earnings per share calculation and the weighted average number of ordinary shares assumed to have been issued at no 

consideration on the deemed exercise or conversion of all dilutive potential ordinary shares into ordinary shares.
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12. EARNINGS PER SHARE ATTRIBUTABLE TO ORDINARY EQUITY HOLDERS OF THE PARENT 
 (continued)

The calculations of basic and diluted earnings per share are based on:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Earnings

Profi t attributable to ordinary equity holders of the parent, 

 used in the basic and diluted earnings per share calculations 227,512 191,619

Number of Shares

2008 2007

Shares

Weighted average number of ordinary shares in issue during 

 the year used in the basic earnings per share calculation 852,762,000 849,353,000

Effect of dilution — weighted average number of ordinary shares 2,920,000 8,525,000

855,682,000 857,878,000
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13. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT
Group

Buildings

Plant and 

machinery

Furniture, 

fi xtures 

and offi ce 

equipment

Motor 

vehicles

Construction 

in progress Total

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

31 December 2008

At 31 December 2007 and 

 at 1 January 2008:

  Cost or valuation 157,419 183,471 77,804 15,664 105 434,463

  Accumulated depreciation (1,677) (90,214) (39,525) (9,347) — (140,763)

Net carrying amount 155,742 93,257 38,279 6,317 105 293,700

At 1 January 2008, net of 

 accumulated depreciation 155,742 93,257 38,279 6,317 105 293,700

Additions 1,165 68,246 14,133 3,387 5,762 92,693

Defi cit on revaluation (2,030) — — — — (2,030)

Disposals — (316) (1,711) (156) — (2,183)

Depreciation provided during 

 the year (6,942) (32,743) (12,822) (2,233) — (54,740)

Exchange realignment 13,210 2,076 1,713 359 7 17,365

At 31 December 2008, 

  net of accumulated 

depreciation 161,145 130,520 39,592 7,674 5,874 344,805

At 31 December 2008:

 Cost or valuation 162,990 257,158 91,162 18,930 5,874 536,114

 Accumulated depreciation (1,845) (126,638) (51,570) (11,256) — (191,309)

 Net carrying amount 161,145 130,520 39,592 7,674 5,874 344,805

Analysis of cost or valuation:

 At cost 4,116 257,158 91,162 18,930 5,874 377,240

 At valuation 158,874 — — — — 158,874

162,990 257,158 91,162 18,930 5,874 536,114
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13. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT (continued)

Group (continued)

Buildings

Plant and 

machinery

Furniture, 

fi xtures 

and offi ce 

equipment

Motor 

vehicles

Construction 

in progress Total

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

31 December 2007

At 31 December 2006 and 

 at 1 January 2007:

  Cost or valuation 137,465 146,527 62,242 13,951 — 360,185

  Accumulated depreciation (842) (61,124) (32,083) (8,412) — (102,461)

Net carrying amount 136,623 85,403 30,159 5,539 — 257,724

At 1 January 2007, net of 

 accumulated depreciation 136,623 85,403 30,159 5,539 — 257,724

Additions 2,678 27,819 16,705 2,059 105 49,366

Surplus on revaluation 14,910 — — — — 14,910

Disposals — (206) (691) (71) — (968)

Depreciation provided during 

 the year (6,731) (26,202) (9,925) (1,581) — (44,439)

Exchange realignment 8,262 6,443 2,031 371 — 17,107

At 31 December 2007, 

  net of accumulated 

depreciation 155,742 93,257 38,279 6,317 105 293,700

At 31 December 2007:

 Cost or valuation 157,419 183,471 77,804 15,664 105 434,463

 Accumulated depreciation (1,677) (90,214) (39,525) (9,347) — (140,763)

 Net carrying amount 155,742 93,257 38,279 6,317 105 293,700

Analysis of cost or valuation:

 At cost 2,867 183,471 77,804 15,664 105 279,911

 At valuation 154,552 — — — — 154,552

157,419 183,471 77,804 15,664 105 434,463
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13. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT (continued)

The Group’s leasehold land and buildings were revalued individually at the balance sheet date, by Vigers Appraisal & Consulting 

Limited, independent professionally qualifi ed valuers, at an open market value of HK$158,874,000 or RMB139,878,000 (2007: 

HK$154,552,000 or RMB144,604,000) in aggregate based on their existing use. Had these leasehold land and buildings been 

stated at cost less accumulated depreciation, the amount would have been approximately HK$120,987,000 at the balance sheet 

date. At 31 December 2008, the Group’s leasehold land and buildings have been stated at valuation, except that certain land and 

buildings situated in Mainland China, which are in the process of applying for the transfer of the legal titles, were carried at cost with 

a net book value of approximately HK$2,271,000. A revaluation defi cit of HK$2,030,000, resulting from the above valuations, has 

been debited to the asset revaluation reserve.

The Group’s buildings are situated in Mainland China and are held under the following lease terms:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

At valuation:

 Long term leases 7,088 6,722

 Medium term leases 151,786 147,830

158,874 154,552

At cost:

 Medium term leases 4,116 2,867

162,990 157,419

14. PREPAID LAND LEASE PAYMENTS

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Carrying amount at 1 January 14,178 13,525

Recognised during the year (346) (325)

Exchange realignment 890 978

Carrying amount at 31 December 14,722 14,178

Current portion included in prepayments, deposits and other receivables (346) (325)

Non-current portion 14,376 13,853

The leasehold land is held under a medium term lease and is situated in Mainland China.
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15. GOODWILL

Group HK$’000

Cost and net carrying amount at 1 January 2008 and 31 December 2007 30,110

Cost at 1 January 2008, net of accumulated impairment 30,110

Disposal of a minority interest of a subsidiary (923)

Cost and net carrying amount at 31 December 2008 29,187

Impairment Testing of Goodwill
Goodwill acquired through business combinations has been allocated to the wireless telecommunications equipments cash-

generating units for impairment testing.

The recoverable amount of goodwill is determined based on a value in use calculation. The value in use calculation uses cash fl ow 

projections based on fi nancial budgets covering at least fi ve-year period approved by management. The discount rate applied to the 

cash fl ow projections is approximately 14%.

Management has determined the budgeted gross margins based on past performance and its expectation for market development. 

The discount rate refl ects specifi c risks relating to the relevant cash-generating units.

16. DEFERRED TAX
The movements in deferred tax assets and liabilities during the year are as follows:

Deferred Tax Assets

Unrealised 

profi t 

arising on 

consolidation

Group HK$’000

At 1 January 2007 34,232

Deferred tax credited to the income statement during the year (note 9) 30,996

Exchange realignment 3,769

At 31 December 2007 68,997

Deferred tax credited to the income statement during the year (note 9) 26,327

Exchange realignment 4,677

At 31 December 2008 100,001
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16. DEFERRED TAX (continued)

Deferred Tax Liabilities

Revaluation of 

properties

Group HK$’000

At 1 January 2007 —

Deferred tax debited to equity during the year 6,761

At 31 December 2007 6,761

Deferred tax credited to equity during the year (913)

Exchange realignment 385

At 31 December 2008 6,233
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17. INTANGIBLE ASSETS

Computer 

software

Group HK$’000

31 December 2008

Cost at 1 January 2008, net of accumulated amortisation 7,124

Additions 4,059

Amortisation provided during the year (3,620)

Exchange realignment 436

At 31 December 2008 7,999

At 31 December 2008:

 Cost 26,520

 Accumulated amortisation (18,521)

 Net carrying amount 7,999

31 December 2007

At 1 January 2007:

 Cost 14,052

 Accumulated amortisation (8,802)

 Net carrying amount 5,250

Cost at 1 January 2007, net of accumulated amortisation 5,250

Additions 6,024

Amortisation provided during the year (4,596)

Exchange realignment 446

At 31 December 2007 7,124

At 31 December 2007 and at 1 January 2008:

 Cost 21,111

 Accumulated amortisation (13,987)

 Net carrying amount 7,124
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18. INTERESTS IN SUBSIDIARIES

Company

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Unlisted shares, at cost 380,101 374,728

Financial guarantees granted to subsidiaries (note 31) 5,914 2,697

386,015 377,425

The amounts due from subsidiaries included in the Company’s current assets of HK$401,200,000 (2007: HK$351,200,000) are 

unsecured, interest-free and are repayable on demand or within one year. The loan to the subsidiary of HK$170,455,000 (2007: 

HK$234,436,000) is unsecured, interest-free and has no fi xed terms of repayment. In the opinion of the Company’s directors, these 

advances are considered as quasi-equity loans to the subsidiaries. The carrying amounts of these amounts due from subsidiaries 

approximate to their fair values.

Particulars of the subsidiaries are as follows:

Name

Place of 

incorporation/

registration 

and operations

Nominal value 

of issued 

ordinary/

registered 

share capital

Percentage of 

equity attributable 

to the Company Principal 

activitiesDirect Indirect

Comba Telecom Systems 

 Investments Limited

British Virgin 

Islands

US$100 100 — Investment 

holding

Praises Holdings Limited British Virgin 

Islands

US$100 — 100 Investment

holding

Comba Telecom Systems Limited

 京信通信系統有限公司
Hong Kong HK$10,002 — 100 Investment

holding and trading

Comba Telecom Systems 

  (Guangzhou) Limited

京信通信系統（廣州）有限公司*

PRC/

Mainland China

HK$45,000,000 — 100 Manufacture and 

sale of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment and 

provision of related 

engineering services
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18. INTERESTS IN SUBSIDIARIES (continued)

Particulars of the subsidiaries are as follows: (continued)

Name

Place of 

incorporation/

registration

and operations

Nominal value 

of issued 

ordinary/

registered 

share capital

Percentage of 

equity attributable 

to the Company Principal 

activitiesDirect Indirect

Comba Telecom Technology (Guangzhou) Limited

 京信通信技術（廣州）有限公司*

PRC/

Mainland China

HK$65,000,000 — 100 Manufacture and 

sale of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment and 

provision of related 

engineering services

Comba Telecom Systems (China) Limited

 京信通信系統（中國）有限公司*

PRC/

Mainland China

USD13,865,000 — 100 Manufacture and 

sale of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment and 

provision of related 

engineering services

Guangzhou Telink Telecom Equipment Co., Ltd.

 廣州泰聯電訊設備有限公司*

PRC/

Mainland China

HK$1,000,000 — 100 Manufacture and 

sale of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment and 

provision of related 

engineering services

Comba Telecom Systems International Limited British Virgin 

Islands

US$1 — 100 Investment holding

Comba Telecom Systems (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. Singapore SG$2 — 100 Provision of 

marketing services
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18. INTERESTS IN SUBSIDIARIES (continued)

Particulars of the subsidiaries are as follows: (continued)

Name

Place of 

incorporation/

registration 

and operations

Nominal value 

of issued 

ordinary/

registered 

share capital

Percentage of 

equity attributable 

to the Company Principal 

activitiesDirect Indirect

Cascade Technology Limited British Virgin 

Islands

US$1 — 100 Investment 

holding

WaveLab Holdings Limited▲ Cayman Islands US$1,000 — 57 Investment 

holding

WaveLab, Inc.▲ State of Virginia/

United States 

of America

No par value — 57 Research and 

development of 

digital microwave 

system equipment

WaveLab Asia Holdings Limited▲ British Virgin 

Islands

US$1 — 57 Investment 

holding

WaveLab Telecom Equipment (Guangzhou) Limited

 波達通信設備（廣州）有限公司*▲
PRC/

Mainland China

US$3,267,000 — 57 Manufacture and 

sale of digital 

microwave system 

equipment

Honour Mission Group Limited British Virgin Islands US$1 — 100 Investment 

holding

Team Victory Limited British Virgin Islands US$1 — 100 Investment 

holding

Telink Telecom Holdings Limited British Virgin Islands US$1 — 100 Investment 

holding
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18. INTERESTS IN SUBSIDIARIES (continued)

Particulars of the subsidiaries are as follows: (continued)

Name

Place of 

incorporation/

registration 

and operations

Nominal value 

of issued 

ordinary/

registered 

share capital

Percentage of 

equity attributable 

to the Company Principal 

activitiesDirect Indirect

Telink Telecom (China) Limited

 泰聯電訊（中國）有限公司*

PRC/

Mainland China

HK$50,000,000 — 100 Manufacture and 

sale of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment

DigiLab Holdings Company Limited British Virgin 

Islands

US$1,000 — 63 Investment holding

DigiLab Company Limited

 廣州高域通信技術有限公司*▼
PRC/

Mainland China

HK$7,100,000 — 63 Manufacture and 

sale of transmission 

equipment

Right Track Technology Limited British Virgin 

Islands

US$1 — 100 Dormant

Comba Telecom Limited Hong Kong HK$2 — 100 Trading of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment

Comba Telecom Co., Ltd. Thailand THB2,000,000 — 100 Trading of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment

Comban Telecom Systems AB Sweden SEK100,000 — 100 Provision of marketing 

services

Noblefi eld International Limited British Virgin 

Islands

US$1 — 100 Investment holding
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18. INTERESTS IN SUBSIDIARIES (continued)

Particulars of the subsidiaries are as follows: (continued)

Name

Place of 

incorporation/

establishment 

and operations

Nominal value 

of issued and 

fully paid-up/

registered 

share capital

Percentage of 

equity attributable 

to the Company Principal 

activitiesDirect Indirect

Comba Telecom Inc. United States 

of America

US$1 — 100 Research and 

development and 

trading of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment

Comba Software Technology (Guangzhou) Limited

 京信軟件科技（廣州）有限公司*

PRC/

Mainland China

HK$10,000,000 — 100 Provision of software 

technology services

Comba Comercio de Equipamentos de 

 Telecomunicacoes Ltda

Brazil BRL446,459 — 100 Trading of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment

Guangzhou Taipu Wireless Telecommunication 

 Equipment Co. Limited*

PRC/

Mainland China

RMB1,000,000 — 100 Trading of wireless 

telecommunications 

network 

enhancement system 

equipment

Wavelab Limited#▲ Hong Kong HK$1 — 57 Dormant

Comba Telecom Pakistan (Private) Limited# Pakistan PKR1,000,000 — 100 Dormant



88

Comba Telecom Systems Holdings Limited

Notes to Financial Statements
31 December 2008

18. INTERESTS IN SUBSIDIARIES (continued)

Particulars of the subsidiaries are as follows: (continued)
Notes:

# These subsidiaries were set up during the year.

* These are wholly-foreign-owned enterprises under PRC law.
▲ On 31 December 2008, the Group effectively disposed 3% share of these subsidiaries to its employees for a cash consideration of HK$2.
▼ This subsidiary was in liquidation.

19. INVENTORIES

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Raw materials 124,044 63,702

Project materials 88,691 81,247

Work in progress 120,234 53,663

Finished goods 221,446 164,442

Inventories on site 498,043 391,712

1,052,458 754,766

20. TRADE RECEIVABLES

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Trade receivables 1,289,013 1,120,422

Impairment (16,152) (20,779)

1,272,861 1,099,643

The Group’s trading terms with its customers are mainly on credit. The credit period is generally for a period of three months 

and is extendable up to two years depending on the customer’s credit worthiness. The balance also include retention money of 

approximately 10% to 20% of the total contract sum of each project, and is generally receivable after fi nal certifi cation of products 

by customers, which would be performed six to twelve months after sale, or upon completion of the one to two year warranty 

periods granted to customers. The credit terms for major customers are reviewed regularly by senior management. The Group seeks 

to maintain strict control over its outstanding receivables and has a credit control department to minimise the credit risk. Overdue 

balances are reviewed regularly by senior management.
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20. TRADE RECEIVABLES (continued)

An aged analysis of the trade receivables as at the balance sheet date, based on the invoice date, is as follows:

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Within 3 months 660,816 573,754

4 to 6 months 149,900 68,257

7 to 12 months 186,478 192,888

More than 1 year 291,819 285,523

1,289,013 1,120,422

Provision for impairment (16,152) (20,779)

1,272,861 1,099,643

The movements in the provision for impairment of trade receivables are as follow:

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

At 1 January 20,779 20,939

Impairment losses recognised (note 6) 17 —

Amount written off as uncollectible (617) (1,240)

Impairment losses reversed (4,953) —

Exchanged realignment 926 1,080

16,152 20,779

The impaired trade receivables relate to customers who have not settled the sales invoices when they fall due and it is expected that 

a portion of the receivables might not be recoverable. The Group does not hold any collateral or other credit enhancements over 

these balances.
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20. TRADE RECEIVABLES (continued)

The aged analysis of the trade receivables that are not considered to be impaired is as follows:

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Neither past due nor impaired 1,174,686 969,831

Less than 1 year past due 95,901 79,508

1,270,587 1,049,339

Receivables that were neither past due nor impaired relate to a large number of diversifi ed customers for whom there was no recent 

history of default.

Receivables that were past due but not impaired relate to a number of independent customers that have a good track record with 

the Group. Based on past experience, the directors of the Company are of the opinion that no provision for impairment is necessary 

in respect of these balances as there has not been a signifi cant change in credit quality and the balances are still considered fully 

recoverable. The Group does not hold any collateral or other credit enhancements over these balances.

21. NOTES RECEIVABLE
At 31 December 2007, the Group had endorsed commercial notes of approximately HK$5,107,000 to certain suppliers with 

recourse. The endorsed commercial notes were included in the balance of notes receivable because the derecognition criteria for 

fi nancial assets were not met. Accordingly, the settlement to the relevant suppliers of approximately HK$5,107,000 received by the 

Group as a consideration for the endorsed commercial notes at the balance sheet date was recognised as a liability and included 

in “Trade and bills payables” (note 24). At 31 December 2008, there were no commercial note endorsed.

22. PREPAYMENTS, DEPOSITS AND OTHER RECEIVABLES

Group Company

2008 2007 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Prepayments 29,726 25,629 39 38

Deposits 24,605 3,935 — —

Other receivables 67,488 51,838 — —

121,819 81,402 39 38

None of the above assets is either past due or impaired. The fi nancial assets included in the above balances related to receivables 

for which these were no recent history of default.
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23. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND RESTRICTED BANK DEPOSITS

Group Company

2008 2007 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Cash and bank balances 467,133 374,181 78 594

Time deposits 6,291 6,181 — —

473,424 380,362 78 594

Less:

  Restricted bank deposits for 

 performance bonds (5,258) (5,866) — —

Cash and cash equivalents 468,166 374,496 78 594

At the balance sheet date, the cash and bank balances of the Group denominated in Renminbi (“RMB”) amounted to approximately 

HK$400,661,000 (2007: HK$333,343,000). The RMB is not freely convertible into other currencies, however, under Mainland 

China’s Foreign Exchange Control Regulations and Administration of Settlement, Sale and Payment of Foreign Exchange Regulations, 

the Group is permitted to exchange RMB for other currencies through banks authorised to conduct foreign exchange business.

Cash at banks earns interest at fl oating rates based on daily bank deposit rates. The bank balance and time deposits are deposited 

with creditworthy banks with no recent history of default. The carrying amounts of the cash and cash equivalents and the time 

deposits approximate to their fair values.
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24. TRADE AND BILLS PAYABLES
An aged analysis of the trade and bills payables as at the balance sheet date, based on the invoice date, is as follows:

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Within 3 months 709,727 311,449

4 to 6 months 126,072 152,563

7 to 12 months 49,162 60,944

More than 1 year 37,747 23,513

922,708 548,469

The trade payables are non-interest-bearing and are mainly settled for a period of three months and are extendable up to two 

years. At 31 December 2007, the Group had endorsed commercial notes of approximately HK$5,107,000 to certain suppliers with 

recourse as a settlement of the payable balance. The settlement to the relevant suppliers of approximately HK$5,107,000 was 

recognised as a liability and included in the above balance. At 31 December 2008, there were no commercial notes to any suppliers 

with recourse as a settlement of the payable balance.

25. OTHER PAYABLES AND ACCRUALS

Group Company

2008 2007 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Accruals 134,951 90,028 3,209 2,695

Deposits received 115,280 124,639 — —

Other payables 150,640 127,029 3,581 3,505

400,871 341,696 6,790 6,200

Other payables are non-interest-bearing and are mainly settled for a period of three months and are extendable up to two years.

26. INTEREST-BEARING BANK BORROWINGS
All the bank loans at 31 December 2008 and 31 December 2007 were unsecured. Loans denominated in Hong Kong dollars 

amounted to HK$46,500,000 and a loan denominated in United States dollars amounted to HK$4,744,000. The bank loans bear 

interest at rates ranging from 1.05% to 6.57% (2007: from 3.00% to 6.48%) per annum.
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27. PROVISIONS FOR PRODUCT WARRANTIES

Group

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

At 1 January 40,066 26,039

Additional provisions 28,024 48,847

Amounts utilised during the year (42,071) (36,017)

Exchange realignment 2,512 1,197

At 31 December 28,531 40,066

The Group generally provides one to two years warranties to its customers on certain of its products, under which faulty products 

are repaired or replaced. The amount of provisions is estimated based on sales volumes and past experience of the level of repairs 

and returns. The estimation basis is reviewed on an ongoing basis and revised where appropriate. During the year, the provisions 

for product warranties were not discounted as the effect of discounting was not material.

28. SHARE CAPITAL

2008 2007

Shares HK$’000 HK$’000

Authorised:

 5,000,000,000 (2007: 5,000,000,000) ordinary shares of HK$0.10 each 500,000 500,000

Issued and fully paid or credited as fully paid:

 847,351,500 (2007: 853,891,500) ordinary shares of HK$0.10 each 84,735 85,389

During the year, the movements in share capital were as follows:

(a) The subscription rights attaching to 1,476,000 share options were exercised at the subscription prices of HK$2.25 to 

HK$2.625 per share (note 29), resulting in issue of 1,476,000 shares of HK$0.10 each for a total cash consideration, before 

expenses of HK$3,329,000.

(b) 8,016,000 shares were repurchased at the prices ranging HK$0.95 to HK$1.10 with a cash consideration of HK$8,233,000.
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28. SHARE CAPITAL (continued)

A summary of the transactions during the year with reference to the above movements in the Company’s issued ordinary share 

capital is as follows:

Number of 

shares in issue Issued capital

Share premium 

account Total

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

At 1 January 2007 840,411,000 84,041 340,570 424,611

Share options exercised 13,480,500 1,348 36,938 38,286

At 31 December 2007 and 

 1 January 2008 853,891,500 85,389 377,508 462,897

Share options exercised 1,476,000 148 4,069 4,217

Repurchase of shares (8,016,000) (802) (7,431) (8,233)

At 31 December 2008 847,351,500 84,735 374,146 458,881

Share Options
Details of the Company’s share option scheme and the share options issued under the scheme are included in note 29 to the 

fi nancial statements.

29. SHARE OPTION SCHEME
The Company operates a share option scheme (the “Scheme”) for the purpose of providing incentives and rewards to eligible 

participants who contribute to the success of the Group’s operations. Eligible participants of the Scheme include directors, including 

independent non-executive directors, employees, holders of any securities, business or joint venture partners, contractors, agents 

or representatives, persons or entities that provide research, development or technological support or any advisory, consultancy, 

professional services for the business of the Group, investors, vendors, suppliers, developers or licensors and customers, licencees, 

wholesalers, retailers, traders or distributors of goods or services of the Group, the Company’s controlling shareholders or companies 

controlled by a Company’s controlling shareholder. The Scheme became effective on 20 June 2003 and, unless otherwise cancelled 

or amended, will remain in force for 10 years from that date.

The maximum number of unexercised share options currently permitted to be granted under the Scheme is an amount equivalent, 

upon their exercise, to 30% of the shares of the Company in issue at any time. The maximum number of shares issuable under 

share options to each eligible participant in the Scheme within any 12-month period is limited to 1% of the shares of the Company 

in issue at any time. Any further grant of share options in excess of this limit is subject to shareholders’ approval in a general meeting.
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29. SHARE OPTION SCHEME (continued)

Share options granted to a director, chief executive or substantial shareholder of the Company, or to any of their associates, are 

subject to approval in advance by the independent non-executive directors. In addition, any share options granted to a substantial 

shareholder or an independent non-executive director of the Company, or to any of their associates, in excess of 0.1% of the shares 

of the Company in issue at any time or with an aggregate value (based on the price of the Company’s shares at the date of grant) 

in excess of HK$5 million, within any 12-month period, are subject to shareholders’ approval in advance in a general meeting.

The offer of a grant of share options may be accepted within 21 days from the date of offer, upon payment of a nominal 

consideration of HK$10 in total by the grantee. The exercise period of the share options granted is determinable by the directors, 

and commences after a certain vesting period and ends on a date which is not later than 10 years from the date of offer of the share 

options or the expiry date of the Scheme, if earlier.

The exercise price of the share options is determinable by the directors, but may not be less than the higher of: (i) the average 

Stock Exchange closing price of the Company’s shares for the number of trading days which have elapsed from the Listing Date; and 

(ii) the offer price, if the option is granted in fi ve business days (including the Listing Date) before the offer; or (i) the Stock Exchange 

closing price of the Company’s shares on the date of offer of the share options; and (ii) the average Stock Exchange closing price 

of the Company’s shares for the fi ve trading days immediately preceding the date of offer, if the option is granted in fi ve business 

days (including the Listing Date) after the offer.

Share options do not confer rights on the holders to dividends or to vote at shareholders’ meetings.

The following share options were outstanding under the Scheme during the year:

2008 2007

Weighted 

average 

exercise price

per share

Number of 

options

Weighted 

average 

exercise price

per share

Number of 

options

HK$ ’000 HK$ ’000

At 1 January 3.10 60,408 2.97 69,879

Granted during the year 1.46 58,000 2.88 6,600

Forfeited during the year 3.36 (1,903) 3.40 (2,591)

Exercised during the year 2.26 (1,476) 2.29 (13,480)

Expired during the year 2.25 (12,457) — —

At 31 December 2.28 102,572 3.10 60,408

The weighted average share price at the date of exercise for share options exercised during the year was HK$2.71 (2007: HK$3.62).
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29. SHARE OPTION SCHEME (continued)

The exercise prices and exercise periods of the share options outstanding as at that balance sheet date are as follows:

Number of options

2008 

Exercise price* Exercise period

’000 per share

HK$

22,208 3.925 27 May 2005 to 26 May 2009

2,000 3.65 7 November 2004 to 6 October 2009

14,490 2.625 22 December 2006 to 21 December 2010

5,874 2.88 8 March 2008 to 7 March 2010

30,000 2.16 21 July 2009 to 20 July 2011

28,000 0.70 4 November 2009 to 3 November 2011

102,572

Number of options

2007 

Exercise price* Exercise period

’000 per share

HK$

13,963 2.25 15 July 2004 to 14 July 2008

23,188 3.925 27 May 2005 to 26 May 2009

2,000 3.65 7 November 2004 to 6 October 2009

14,840 2.625 22 December 2006 to 21 December 2010

6,417 2.88 8 March 2008 to 7 March 2010

60,408

* The exercise price of the share options is subject to adjustment in case of rights or bonus issues, or other similar changes in the Company’s share capital.
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29. SHARE OPTION SCHEME (continued)

The fair value of the share options granted during the year was HK$23,816,000 (HK$0.4106 each) (2007: HK$4,528,000, 

HK$0.6861 each) of which the Group recognised a share option expense of HK$10,807,000 (2007: HK$10,947,000) during the 

year ended 31 December 2008.

The fair value of equity-settled share options granted during the year was estimated as at the date of grant, using a binomial model, 

taking into account the terms and conditions upon which the options were granted. The following table lists the inputs to the model 

used:

2008 2007

Grant date 21 July 2008 4 November 2008 8 March 2007

Dividend yield (%) 2.8 8.6 2.5

Expected volatility (%) 50 56 43

Risk-free interest rate (%) 2.858 1.136 4.021

Expected life of options (year) 3 3 3

Closing share price at date of grant (HK$) 2.16 0.7 2.88

The expected life of the options is based on the historical data over the past few years and is not necessarily indicative of the exercise 

patterns that may occur. The expected volatility refl ects the assumption that the historical volatility is indicative of future trends, which 

may also not necessarily be the actual outcome.

No other feature of the options granted was incorporated into the measurement of fair value.

The 1,476,000 share options exercised during the year resulted in the issue of 1,476,000 ordinary shares of the Company and new 

share capital of HK$148,000 and share premium of HK$4,069,000, as detailed in note 28 to the fi nancial statements.

At the balance sheet date, the Company had 102,572,000 share options outstanding under the Scheme. The exercise in full of the 

remaining share options would, under the present capital structure of the Company, result in the issue of 102,572,000 additional 

ordinary shares of the Company and additional share capital of HK$10,257,000 and share premium of HK$223,562,000 (before 

issue expenses).

At the date of approval of these fi nancial statements, the Company had 102,327,000 share options outstanding under the Scheme, 

which represented approximately 12% of the Company’s shares in issue as at that date.
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30. RESERVES
(a) Group

The amounts of the Group’s reserves and the movements therein for the current and prior years are presented in the 

consolidated statement of changes in equity on pages 44 and 45 of the fi nancial statements.

Pursuant to the relevant laws and regulations of the PRC, a portion of the profi ts of the Group’s subsidiaries which are 

established in the PRC has been transferred to the statutory reserve which is restricted as to use.

(b) Company

Notes

Share 
premium 
account

Contributed 
surplus*

Share
 option 
reserve

Capital 
reserve

Retained 
profi ts Total

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

At 1 January 2007 340,570 373,108 46,962 — 21,858 782,498

Issue of shares 28 36,938 — (7,437) — — 29,501

Profi t for the year — — — — 46,904 46,904

Adjustment arising from 

 lapse of share options — — (1,245) — 1,245 —

Equity-settled share 

 option expenses 29 — — 10,947 — — 10,947

Under-provision of 

  fi nal 2006 dividend — — — — (443) (443)

Proposed fi nal 2007 

 dividend 11 — — — — (51,233) (51,233)

At 31 December 2007 377,508 373,108 49,227 — 18,331 818,174

Issue of shares 28 4,069 — (888) — — 3,181
Repurchase of shares 28 (7,431) — — 762 (802) (7,471)
Profi t for the year — — — — 35,657 35,657
Adjustment arising from 

 lapse of share options — — (621) — 621 —
Equity-settled share 

 option expenses 29 — — 10,807 — — 10,807
Share options cancelled at 

 expiry date 29 — — (7,495) — 7,495 —
Proposed fi nal 2008 

 dividend 11 — — — — (59,315) (59,315)

At 31 December 2008 374,146 373,108 51,030 762 1,987 801,033

* The Company’s contributed surplus represents the excess of the fair value of the shares of the subsidiaries acquired pursuant to the group 

reorganisation, over the nominal value of the Company’s shares issued in exchange therefore. Under the Companies Law of the Cayman Islands, 

a company may make distributions to its members out of the contributed surplus under certain circumstances.
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31. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES
At the balance sheet date, contingent liabilities not provided for in the fi nancial statements were as follows:

Group Company

2008 2007 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Guarantees given to banks in respect of 

 performance bonds 21,678 5,866 — —

Guarantees given to banks in connection 

 with facilities granted to subsidiaries — — 280,550 241,400

21,678 5,866 280,550 241,400

As at 31 December 2008, the banking facilities granted to the subsidiaries subject to guarantees given to the banks by the Company 

were utilised to the extent of approximately HK$51,244,000 (2007: HK$27,872,000). The carrying amount of the financial 

guarantee contracts recognised in the Company’s balance sheet in accordance with the HKAS 39 and HKFRS 4 Amendments was 

HK$5,914,000 (2007: HK$2,697,000). The fi nancial guarantee contracts were eliminated on consolidation.

On 22 January 2009, the Group entered into a standby letter of credit (Performance Bank Guarantee) under the request of its 

customer in support of the due and proper performance of the obligations undertaken by the Group. The guarantee is scheduled 

to continue until 31 March 2011, and is expected to result in a contingent liabilities of approximately HK$12,400,000.

32. OPERATING LEASE ARRANGEMENTS
As Lessee
The Group leases certain of its office premises, warehouses, motor vehicles and staff dormitories under operating lease 

arrangements. Leases for these properties are negotiated for terms ranging from one to ten years.

At 31 December 2008, the Group and the Company had total future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating 

leases falling due as follows:

Group Company

2008 2007 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Within one year 25,185 23,452 — —

In the second to fi fth years, inclusive 21,983 20,448 — —

After fi ve years 18,606 12,440 — —

65,774 56,340 — —
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33. COMMITMENTS
In addition to the operating lease commitments detailed in note 32 above, the Group and the Company had the following capital 

commitments for the procurement of production and offi ce facilities at the balance sheet date:

Group Company

2008 2007 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Contracted, but not provided for:

 Furniture and fi xtures 413 — — —

 Plant and machinery 3,046 183 — —

 Intangible assets 418 90 — —

3,877 273 — —

34. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS
(a) The group had no signifi cant transactions with related party during the year and has no signifi cant outstanding balances with 

related parties as at the year end.

(b) Compensation of key management personnel of the Group:

2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Short term employee benefi ts 17,020 16,214

Post-employment benefi ts 224 208

Equity-settled share option expense 2,358 1,133

Total compensation paid to key management personnel 19,602 17,555

Further details of directors’ emoluments are included in note 8 to the fi nancial statements.
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35. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS BY CATEGORY
The carrying amounts of each of the categories of fi nancial instruments as at the balance sheet date are as follows:

Group

2008 2007

Financial assets

Loans and 

receivables

Loans and 

receivables

HK$’000 HK$’000

Trade receivables 1,272,861 1,099,643

Notes receivable 35,467 29,385

Financial assets included in prepayments, deposits and other receivables (note 22) 92,093 55,773

Restricted bank deposits 5,258 5,866

Cash and cash equivalents 468,166 374,496

1,873,845 1,565,163

2008 2007

Financial liabilities

Financial 

liabilities at 

amortised cost

Financial 

liabilities at 

amortised cost

HK$’000 HK$’000

Trade and bills payables 922,708 548,469

Financial liabilities included in other payables and accruals (note 25) 150,640 127,029

Interest-bearing bank borrowings 51,244 88,794

1,124,592 764,292



102

Comba Telecom Systems Holdings Limited

Notes to Financial Statements
31 December 2008

35. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS BY CATEGORY (continued)

The carrying amounts of each of the categories of fi nancial instruments as at the balance sheet date are as follows: (continued)

Company

Financial assets 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Cash and cash equivalents 78 594

Financial liabilities 2008 2007

HK$’000 HK$’000

Financial liabilities included in other payables and accruals (note 25) 3,581 3,505

Financial guarantee contracts 5,914 2,697

9,495 6,202

36. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES
The Group’s principal fi nancial instruments comprise bank loans, cash and short term deposits. The main purpose of these fi nancial 

instruments is to provide fi nance for the Group’s operations. The Group has various other fi nancial assets and liabilities such as trade 

receivables and trade payables, which arise directly from its operations.

It is, and has been throughout the year under review, the Group’s policy that no trading in fi nancial instruments shall be undertaken.

The main risks arising from the Group’s fi nancial instruments are interest rate risk, foreign currency risk, credit risk and liquidity risk. 

The board reviews and agrees policies for managing each of these risks and they are summarised below.
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36. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES (continued)

Interest Rate Risk
The Group’s exposure to the risk of changes in market interest rates relates primarily to the Group’s long term receivables.  

The following table demonstrates the sensitivity at the balance sheet date to a reasonably possible change in interest rate, with all 

over variables held constant, of the Group’s profi t before tax and the Group’s equity.

Increase/
(decrease)

in interest rate

Increase/
(decrease)

in profi t
before tax

Increase/
(decrease)
in equity*

basis points HK$’000 HK$’000

2008
If Hong Kong dollar 50 (1,459) —
If Hong Kong dollar (50) 1,459 —

2007
If Hong Kong dollar 50 (1,428) —
If Hong Kong dollar (50) 1,428 —

* Excluding retained earnings

Foreign Currency Risk
The Group has transactional currency exposures. Such exposures arise from sales or purchases by operating units in currencies other 

than the units’ functional currency. Approximately 10% (2007: 6%) of the Group’s sales are denominated in currencies other than 

the functional currency of the operating units making the sale, whilst almost 95% (2007: 96%) of costs are denominated in the 

units’ functional currency.

The following table demonstrates the sensitivity at the balance sheet date to a reasonably possible change in the United States 

dollars (“US$”) exchange rate, with all over variables held constant, of the Group’s profi t before tax (due to changes in the fair value 

of monetary assets and liabilities) and the Group’s equity.

Increase/
(decrease) 

in US$ rate

Increase/
(decrease) 

in profi t 
before tax

Increase/
(decrease) 
in equity*

% HK$’000 HK$’000

2008
If Hong Kong dollar weakens against US$ 5 3,436 —
If Hong Kong dollar strengthens against US$ (5) (3,436) —

2007
If Hong Kong dollar weakens against US$ 5 1,961 —
If Hong Kong dollar strengthens against US$ (5) (1,961) —

* Excluding retained earnings
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36. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES (continued)

Credit Risk
With respect to credit risk arising from the other fi nancial assets of the Group, which comprise cash and cash equivalents, and trade 

receivables, the Group’s exposure to credit risk arises from default of the counterparty, with a maximum exposure equal to the 

carrying amount of these instruments.

In order to minimise the credit risk, the management of the Group has delegated a team responsible for determination of credit 

limits, credit approvals and other monitoring procedures to ensure that follow-up action is taken to recover overdue debts. 

In addition, the Group reviews regularly the recoverable amount of each individual trade receivables to ensure that adequate 

impairment losses are made for irrecoverable amounts. In this regard, the directors of the Company consider that the Group’s credit 

risk is minimal. The Group trades only with recognised and creditworthy third parties. It is the Group’s policy that all customers who 

wish to trade on credit terms are subject to credit verifi cation procedures. In addition, receivable balances are monitored on an 

ongoing basis and the Group’s exposure to bad debts is not signifi cant.

Since the Group trades only with recognised and creditworthy third parties, there is no requirement for collateral. Concentrations of 

credit risk are managed by counterparty, by geographical region and by industry sector. At the balance sheet date, the Group has 

certain concentrations of credit risk as 39 % (2007: 48%) and 90% (2007: 95%) of the Group’s trade receivables were due from 

the Group’s largest customer and the fi ve largest customers, respectively, within the PRC segment.

Further quantitative data in respect of the Group’s exposure to credit risk arising from trade receivables are disclosed in note 20 to 

the fi nancial statements.

Liquidity Risk
The Group monitors its risk to a shortage of funds using a recurring liquidity planning tool. This tool considers the maturity of both 

its fi nancial instruments and fi nancial assets (e.g., trade receivables) and projected cash fl ows from operations.

The Group’s objective is to maintain a balance between continuity of funding and fl exibility through the use of bank borrowings and 

other interest-bearing borrowings. In addition, banking facilities have been put in place for contingency purpose. The maturity profi le 

of the Group’s fi nancial liabilities as at the balance sheet date, based on the contractual undiscounted payments, was as follows:

2008 2007

Group Within 1 year 1 to 5 years Total Within 1 year

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

Interest-bearing bank and other borrowings 47,494 3,750 51,244 88,794

Trade and bills payables 922,708 — 922,708 548,469

Other payables and accruals 400,871 — 400,871 341,696

1,371,073 3,750 1,374,823 978,959
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36. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES (continued)

Capital Management
The primary objective of the Group’s capital management is to safeguard the Group’s ability to continue as a going concern and to 

maintain healthy capital ratios in order to support its business and maximise shareholders’ value.

The Group manages its capital structure and makes adjustments to it, in the light of changes in economic conditions. To maintain or 

adjust the capital structure, the Group may adjust the dividend payment to shareholders, return capital to shareholders or issue new 

shares. The Group is not subject to any externally imposed capital requirements. No changes were made in the objectives, policies 

or processes for managing capital during the years ended 31 December 2008 and 31 December 2007.

The Group monitors capital using a gearing ratio, which is interest-bearing bank borrowings divided by the total assets. The gearing 

ratios as at the balance sheets dates were as follows:

Group 2008 2007

HK’000 HK’000

Interest-bearing bank borrowings 51,244 88,794

Total assets 3,452,397 2,759,342

Gearing ratio 1.5% 3.2%

37. POST BALANCE SHEET EVENT
The Board proposes to increase the share capital of the Company by capitalising the share premium of the Company, pursuant 

to which bonus shares will be allotted and issued to the shareholders, whose names appear on the register of member of the 

Company on 2 June 2009, on the basis of 1 bonus share for every 10 ordinary shares held by the shareholders. Based on a total of 

847,351,500 shares in issue as at 31 December 2008, 84,735,150 bonus shares will be issued by the Company. The share capital 

of the Company will increase from HK$84,735,000 to HK$93,209,000 upon completion of the bonus issue.

The bonus issue and the increase in the Company’s share capital are subject to the Company’s shareholders at the forthcoming 

annual general meeting.

38. COMPARATIVE AMOUNTS
During the year, certain comparative amounts have been adjusted to conform with the current year’s presentation.

39. APPROVAL OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The fi nancial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the board of directors on 27 March 2009.
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A summary of the results and of the assets, liabilities and minority interests of the Group for the last fi ve fi nancial years, as extracted from 

the published audited fi nancial statements and restated/reclassifi ed upon the adoption of the new and revised HKFRSs as appropriate, is 

set out below:

Year ended 31 December

2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000 HK$’000

RESULTS

REVENUE 2,525,895 1,768,418 1,550,441 1,170,515 1,092,761

Cost of sales (1,579,861) (1,087,161) (963,901) (696,189) (529,382)

Gross profi t 946,034 681,257 586,540 474,326 563,379

Other income 19,083 23,766 11,799 8,851 8,705

Research and development costs (132,253) (91,087) (76,267) (62,509) (37,057)

Selling and distribution costs (185,811) (134,953) (107,472) (86,955) (69,391)

Administrative expenses (370,112) (271,712) (243,942) (223,000) (211,147)

Other expenses (3,554) (1,534) (6,954) (3,454) (8,342)

Finance costs (13,405) (7,973) (15,918) (21,480) (9,531)

PROFIT BEFORE TAX 259,982 197,764 147,786 85,779 236,616

Tax (27,493) (7,193) (16,561) (7,315) (6,031)

PROFIT FOR THE YEAR 232,489 190,571 131,225 78,464 230,585

Attributable:

 Equity holders of the parent 227,512 191,619 131,140 82,089 237,478

 Minority interests 4,977 (1,048) 85 (3,625) (6,893)

ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND MINORITY 

  INTERESTS

TOTAL ASSETS 3,452,397 2,759,342 2,416,552 2,182,236 1,828,652

TOTAL LIABILITIES (1,463,390) (1,054,392) (1,009,693) (986,921) (716,384)

MINORITY INTERESTS (14,468) (6,694) (7,742) (7,657) (11,282)

1,974,539 1,698,256 1,399,117 1,187,658 1,100,986






